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 HOLIDAY DECORATING, FESTIVE 

AND SAFE with the holiday season upon us, the 

San Bernardino County Fire Department would 

like to remind you of the following holiday 

decorating and natural Christmas tree safety 

tips to help you keep this season safe and joyous. 

 

CHECK THE LIGHTS, CHECK THE CORDS. 

Before you put up any electrically lighted or 

operated decorations, you should check the 

equipment to make sure it will operate safely. 

Check for damaged equipment, burned-out lights, 

empty sockets and broken bulbs. Inspect wires 

carefully for breaks, fraying and damaged 

connections before installing or energizing your 

holiday decorations. Any damaged components 

should be thrown out and replaced. Look for the 

Underwriters Laboratory (UL) label to assure 

safe electrical equipment. 

 

ARTIFICIAL OR NATURAL TREE? Many 

consider artificial trees, in general, to be safer 

than natural trees, but both can be enjoyed 

safely. If you use an artificial tree, make sure it 

is made of safe, fireproof materials. If your 

artificial tree is pre-lit, check carefully for 

burnt-out, broken or damaged light sockets 

before using the tree. 

 

MAKE A FRESH CUT. If you use a natural tree, 

make a fresh 1-inch cut at the base to open up 

pores clogged by sap. The fresh cut surface 

should be creamy-white so that the tree will be 

able to drink water. 

 

PUT IN WATER. For a natural tree, choose a 

sturdy stand that holds at least one gallon of 

water. Rinse the stand with a mixture of one 

capful of bleach and one cup of water before 

inserting the tree. This rinsing reduces the 

growth of microorganisms that can block the 

Tree’s ability to absorb water. If the tree is not 

going into the house soon after purchase, it 

should be stored in a bucket of water in a cool 

place away from wind and sun. 

 

WATER DAILY. An average natural tree may 

consume between a quart and a gallon of water 

per day. If the water level drops below the cut 

end of the trunk, a seal will form and no more 

water will be absorbed- so don’t forget to water 

the tree every day! 



 

MINI-LIGHTS PRODUCE LESS HEAT. 

Miniature lights produce less heat and reduce 

drying on a natural tree. Always check lights for 

frayed or cracked wiring and broken sockets 

before placing on a tree. Do not attempt to 

repair a worn light—throw it away! Turn off tree 

lights when leaving the house or before going to 

bed. Avoid overloading circuits. Plug no more 

than three light sets into a single outlet. 

 

KEEP AWAY FROM HEAT SOURCES. Place the 

tree away from heat sources: heating vents, 

fireplaces, wood stoves, radiators, T.V. sets, or 

sunny windows. Keep rearranged furniture away 

from heat sources as well. Be careful not to 

block a door with the tree or with rearranged 

furniture. 

 

REMOVE AND RECYCLE THE TREE PROMPTLY. 

After the holidays, remove a natural tree from 

the house as soon as possible. Never burn any 

part of a Christmas tree in a wood stove or 

fireplace; it burns too fast and is explosive! The 

best alternative is to RECYCLE your tree 

through your local city or county program. 

 

Have a festive and SAFE holiday season 

 
 Spark of Love, KFRG FM, Angel Cars 

and Immanuel Baptist Church Team up for 

Christmas in Highland – The Highland City/Cal 

Fire firefighters are teaming up with the ABC7 

Firefighters Spark of Love Christmas Toy 

campaign, KFRG FM radio, Angel cars 

from Fueled by the Fallen and 

Immanuel Baptist Church to collect 

toys for less advantaged children.  

This is the 19th year of the Spark of 

Love Christmas toy campaign which 

collects toys for the less advantaged 

children of southern California.  With Spark of 

Love, the toys collected remain in the community 

where they were donated. 

 

The five ―Angel‖ cars were created by Fueled by 

the Fallen which was founded by Kevyn Major 

Howard, known as ―Rafterman‖ from Stanley 

Kubrick’s blockbuster film Full Metal Jacket.  In 

2007 Kevyn said ―I was watching the nightly news 

as they announced that 12 died this day and 7 

that day‖, Kevyn said. ―I woke up one morning and 

challenged myself to name just one person who 

has died for my freedom‖, he continued. ―I 

couldn’t.‖  So Kevyn decided to do something 

about it. He started Fueled By The Fallen, a 

501(c)3 non-profit. To honor the fallen victims of 

the September 11, 2001 attacks, Fueled by the 

Fallen created the ―Angel‖ cars. At first glance, 

the five Chevy Camaros lined along a street look 

like a muscle car show, but a closer look shows the 

cars are strong support for the families of 9/11 

victims. "Inscribed onto these cars are those that 

fell on that particular day," Kevyn Major Howard, 

founder of the "Fueled by the Fallen‖ 

organization, said. Howard and his organization 

placed the names of each victim of 9/11 on the 

five cars to remember those that died and the 

sacrifices their families have made since the 

attack ten years ago.  

This Saturday, KFRG FM radio, Highland City/Cal 

Fire firefighters and the five ―Angel‖ cars will be 

at Immanuel Baptist Church from 9:00 to 11:00 

A.M. to collect toys for less advantaged children. 

 Located at 28355 East Baseline in the City of 

Highland, Immanuel Baptist Church is easy to find 

and very accessible from either the 5th street off 

ramp or the Baseline off ramp of the 210 

Freeway.  Get off on either and go east to 

Webster.  From 5th street turn north and from 

Baseline turn south. 

While toys of all kinds are truly appreciated, 

please thing about the older children and young 

teens as well.  Please remember to be fire safe 

during the holidays. 

 

Volunteer Services 
 

 Highland Improvement Team -Project 

Graffiti…Complete! The Highland Improvement 

Team had over thirty volunteers help with our 

graffiti abatement cleanup on Saturday.  The 



 

neighborhood we were in is a constant target for 

graffiti and there was quite a bit of graffiti 

there waiting for us!  Volunteers were so eager 

and determined that they were able to cover all 

the graffiti in a record breaking…hour and a 

half.  Joining the Highland Improvement Team on 

Saturday was the Beattie Builders Club, Citrus 

Valley High School ECHO Club and a few 

members of the Highland Sheriff Explorers.  

Thank You all for making the project such a 

success! 

 

To find out more information about future HIT 

projects contact Volunteer Services at 909-

864-6861 extension 203. 

 

 Residential Cleanups Wanted… The 

Highland Improvement Team (H.I.T.) is currently 

accepting requests for residential cleanups.  We 

urge Highland homeowners who need help with 

yard cleanup and minor landscaping to contact 

Volunteer Services as soon as possible.  Requests 

are screened and scheduled on a first come, 

first served basis.   

 

Our mission is to improve the overall 
environment of our city for all residents and 
businesses.  
 
Top priority is property cleanup projects for 

disabled and senior citizens. There are no income 

eligibility requirements and absolutely no charge 

to the homeowner. A fabulous team of volunteers 

complete all work and repair at H.I.T. projects. 

 

Here are the few qualifications: 

 

1. Must be  55 years and older or 

disabled 

2. Must own and reside in your home 

 

The Highland Improvement Team schedules one 

cleanup per month.  Each cleanup requires enough 

work to fill the allotted four-hour period, usually 

from 8:00am to noon.   

 

The Highland Improvement Team has scheduled 

the September project and currently is in the 

process of verifying the project for October.  If 

you are interested in being the next cleanup or 

want to know if you qualify, contact Volunteer 

Services at 909-864-6861 extension 203.   

 

Public Services 
 

 Repete’s Wisdom of the Week - How 

Do I Handle Excess Holiday Packaging? Even 

with the best reduce-reuse-recycle efforts, the 

holidays may still generate more waste than your 

recycling cart can handle. Cal Disposal and 

Burrtec Waste Industries, Inc. have come up with 

a simple solution to help Highland residents avoid 

improper disposal of recyclable 

holiday packaging.  

 

Any recyclable holiday 

packaging, for example: gift 

boxes, cardboard packaging, 

wrapping paper (non-foil based), tissue paper, 

greeting cards, etc. that will not fit within your 

BLUE recycling cart will be collected from the 

curb on your regular collection day at no extra 

charge!   

 

Be sure and put out any excess holiday 

recyclables at the curb by 6:00am on your regular 

collection day from December 26 to December 

30, 2011. 

 

Remember, only recyclable items will be picked up. 

If you plan to use a bag for those excess items, 

please make sure the contents can be easily 

identified as recyclable.  

 

For more information, please call: 

● Burrtec Waste Industries, Inc. at (909) 889-

1969 

● Cal Disposal at (909) 885-1023 

●City of Highland, Public Services Coordinator, 

Andrea Saavedra at (909) 864-8732 ext 271 

 

 



 

Library News 
 
 Eco-Friendly Gift Wrap. Ready to 

create an earth friendly holiday season? The 

Highland Environmental Education Coalition will 

be presenting their annual Eco-Gift Wrap 

program on Saturday, December 17 

from 10:00am to 3:30pm. Stop 

by the Community Room to 

learn easy ways to save money 

and go green for the holidays. 

Bring your gifts for others and 

have them wrapped while you wait or browse the 

library.  

 

Not done with your shopping? Pick up an eco-gift 

wrapping kit and take home all the supplies you 

will need to sustainably wrap gifts for your loved 

ones.  

 

Donations are appreciated and proceeds from 

this fundraiser help fund FREE programs & 

workshops offered by the Highland 

Environmental Learning Center and help offset 

the cost for animal care and supplies.  

 

For more information regarding this fundraiser, 

please contact the Environmental Learning 

Center at 909-425-4706 or email us at 

heecinfo@yahoo.com 

 

 Environmental Story Hour and Craft. 

Join the Highland Environmental Education 

Coalition (HEEC) on December 17, 2011 at 1pm in 

the Children’s Library at the Sam J.  Racadio 

Library and Environmental Learning Center (7863 

Central Ave) as they present, ―The Great Trash 

Bash‖ and pine cone bird feeder craft project. 

The craft will combine two foods wild birds love, 

peanut butter and pine cones. All of the 

necessary supplies will be provided. This program 

is FREE and open to the public. 

 

What a great way to take advantage of the time 

you have while waiting for HEEC volunteers to 

wrap your gifts in the community room.  

 

For more information please call 909-425-4706 

or email us at heecinfo@yahoo.com 
 

Engineering 
  

 Construction Award for Base Line Town 

Center Beautification!  The bid award for 

construction of Base Line from Cole Avenue to 

State Route 210 was made on December 13th.  The 

project consists of installing a raised center 

median, median and parkway landscaping, 

decorative street lights, in-pavement 

lighted crosswalks, pavement 

rehabilitation and decorative intersection 

pavers at Base Line/Palm Avenue and Base 

Line/Church Avenue. Construction is anticipated 

to begin February 2012 and take six months year 

to complete.  The estimated construction cost is 

$2.1 Million. 

 

 Lankershim Avenue Construction 

Completed! Construction of street improvements 

on Lankershim Avenue from 5th Street to Cypress 

Street is nearly complete. The project consisted 

of constructing curbs, gutters, sidewalk and infill 

paving on both sides of Lankershim Avenue.  Next 

week the Contractor will complete any outstanding 

punch list items.  Construction is anticipated to be 

completed by December 23, 2011. 

  

Mark Your Calendar  
 

Tuesday, December 20, 2011 

Planning Commission Meeting has been cancelled 

 

Monday, December 26, 2011 

Holiday - City Offices are closed 

 

Monday, January 2, 2012  

Holiday - City Offices are closed 

 

Tuesday, January 3, 2012 

4pm -Blood Drive Committee Meeting, New 

members welcome!  City Hall , 27215 Base Line 



 

Tuesday, January 3, 2012 continued… 

6pm - Planning Commission Regular Meeting, 

Donahue Council Chambers 

 

Thursday, January 5, 2012 

5pm - Historic and Cultural Preservation Board 

Special Meeting, Donahue Council Chambers 

5:30pm - Joint Study Session with the 

Historic and Cultural Preservation Board and 

Highland Area Chamber of Commerce, Upright 

Conference Room 

 

Tuesday, January 10, 2012 

6pm - Regular City Council Meeting, Council 

Chambers  

 

Thursday, January 12, 2012 

5pm - Community Trails Committee Regular 

Meeting, Donahue Council Chambers 

 

Tuesday, January 17, 2012 

6pm - Planning Commission Regular Meeting, 

Donahue Council Chambers 

 
Tuesday, January 24, 2012 

6pm - Regular City Council Meeting, Council 

Chambers  

 
Thursday, February 2, 2012 

5pm - Historic and Cultural Preservation Board 

Regular Meeting, Donahue Council Chambers 

5:30pm - Joint Study Session with the 

Historic and Cultural Preservation Board and 

Highland Area Chamber of Commerce, Upright 

Conference Room 

 

Tuesday, February 7, 2012 

6pm - Planning Commission Regular Meeting, 

Donahue Council Chambers 

 

Thursday, February 9, 2012 

5pm - Community Trails Committee Regular 

Meeting, Donahue Council Chambers 

 

 

 

Tuesday, February 14, 2012 

6pm - Regular City Council Meeting, Council 

Chambers  

 

Monday, February 20, 2012 

President’s Day - City Offices are closed 

 

Tuesday, February 21, 2012 

6pm - Planning Commission Regular Meeting, 

Donahue Council Chambers 

 

Tuesday, February 28, 2012 

6pm - Regular City Council Meeting, Council 

Chambers  

 
Assembled by:  Elena Rodrigues 
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