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HIGHLAND IMPROVEMENT TEAM 

 
The Highland Improvement Team (HIT) began a storm drain stenciling project last month.  The side-
walk above each storm drain in the City is stenciled with the message “No Dumping, Flows to Creek.”  
Over time, these have faded due to weather conditions and normal wear.  This 
message is placed here as a reminder to everyone that dumping is not allowed in 
the storm drains.  This includes dumping or rinsing anything (paint, oil, etc.) into 
the gutters which will ultimately find its way to the storm drain and into the 
creek.   
 
The Highland Improvement Team (HIT) will work on this project citywide in be-
tween residential and other community cleanups scheduled throughout the 
year.  If you would like to find out how you can volunteer for this project please 
contact Volunteer Services! Our next HIT project will be on Saturday, January 16, 2016.  Please contact 
Volunteer Services for more information! 
 
 
 
 
Our December HIT for Saturday, December 19th has been cancelled.  Many of our volunteers will be 
assisting with a charity event and blood drive that same morning to support the victims of the recent 

tragedy at the Inland Regional Center in San Bernardino. 
   

Fundraiser Info: 
San Bernardino Strong Charity Picnic/Blood Drive                                                                                                                                        
Saturday, December 19, 2015—11:00am to 2:00pm                                                                                                                                      

San Manuel Stadium Home of the 66ers 
280 South ‘E’ Street, San Bernardino, CA 92401                                                                                                             

Information/Tickets: 909-888-9922 or 909-882-2802 
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Community  
Development 

Commercial Business License  
Applications 

 
There was one new commercial  

Business Licenses for  the week of  
12/7/15 to 12/11/15    

 
Nitro 2 Go Inc. at 8020 Palm Avenue 

Finance 

OPERATION SANTA CLAUS OPERATION SANTA CLAUS   

TOY DRIVETOY DRIVE  

  
The Highland Police Department is collecting 
toys for Operation Santa Claus again this 
year.  There are donation boxes available at the 
following locations: 
 

Please consider donating…all donations will be 
given to children in Highland.  In addition to 
toys, some of the items that the kids ask for are 
clothes, shoes, socks, blankets and school sup-
plies.  The ages range from infant to teen.  They 
will be accepting donations 
through December 18th.  If you 
have any questions or would like 
to help in another way, please 
contact Lisa Henley at 909-425-
9793. 

Highland Police Station – 26985 Base Line 
Highland Fire Stations 1, 2 and 3 

Highland City Hall – 27215 Base Line 
Highland Community News  27000 Base Line 

Community Trails Sponsorship  
Program makes a great Holiday Gift — 
The City of Highland Community Trails 
Committee would like to remind the resi-
dents that the holiday season is a good 
time to support the city trails through the 
Community Trail Sponsorship Program 
called "Mile Makers."  Money donated to 
the Mile Makers Program is utilized for 
Maintenance of the Community's Multi-Use 
Trails System. 
 
Contributions can be made in two different 
categories: 
 
 With a one-time $100.00 donation to 

the Mile Makers Program, your Family, 
Group, or Company Name will be 
placed on a Sign within the City's Com-
munity Trails System.  The Sign is ap-
proximately six inches wide by eight 
inches tall (6" x 8").  These Signs will be 
mounted to the white rail trail posts. 

 
 With an annual $1,000.00 donation to 

the Mile Makers Program, your Family, 
Group, or Company Name will be 
placed on a Sign at one of the City's 
Trail Heads.  The Sign is approximately 
twenty-four inches wide by eighteen 
inches tall (24" x 18").  These Signs will 
be mounted to their own post.   

 
Both Signs will be located near community 
Trail Heads and visible to Trail Users.  The 
Signs will contain the name of an Individu-
al or family names, organization or busi-
ness names. 
 
Mile Makers Signs can be purchased at the 
City of Highland City Hall.  
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BLOOD DRIVE COMMITTEE—
2016 Blood Drive Dates! Highland is 

ready for the New Year!   The following are the blood drive dates for 2016: 
     

 

 

 

Highland Blood Drives take place in the Community Room at the Highland Police 

Station (26985 Base Line) from 1:30pm to 6:30pm. 

If you are you interested in becoming a Highland donor, volunteering with the 
Highland Blood Drive Committee or would like more information, contact Volun-
teer Services Coordinator, Denise Moreno, at 909-864-6861 extension 203. 

Volunteer Services 

How to have an environmentally friendly holiday - quiz— While holiday consumerism can be 
pretty hard on the planet, there are plenty of ways to make your celebra-
tions not just merry and bright, but environmentally friendly too. 
 
1. When choosing a Christmas tree for the holidays, you should: 
a. Cut down multiple trees and burn the ones you don't use 
b. Get a fake plastic tree and throw it away afterwards, then buy another 
one for next year 
c. Use a small potted tree that can be replanted 
d. Replace your tree with a burning pile of rubber tires  
 
2. When purchasing new electronics, make sure you: 
a. Put the old electronics in the trash so they can sit in a landfill for centuries 
b. Give the old electronics away or take them to a facility where they can be recycled properly 
c. Smash the old electronics into little pieces and scatter them in the nearest forest  
d. Plant the old electronics in your backyard and wait for a "TV tree" to grow 
 
3. When it comes to holidays lights, you can conserve electricity by: 
a. Having a small lighting display with LED lights, and turning them off after everyone goes to bed  
b. Putting up as many holiday lights as possible and keeping them on all the time 
c. Installing a bunch of spotlights aimed at your house and keeping them on all the time 

 Monday, January 25 

 Monday, March 21 

 Monday, May 23 

 Monday, July 25 

 Monday, September 26 

 Monday, November 21 

http://www.independent.co.uk/environment/green-living/high-environmental-price-of-a-very-merry-christmas-429635.html
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Answers:   

1. c  2. b  3. a   4. a  5. c  6. a  7. b  8. a  9. c  10. c 
4. When sending out holiday cards, you can: 
a. Make your own holiday cards out of recycled paper materials or send out e-cards 
b. Use glossy, store-bought cards that people will throw away  
c. Cut down 300,000 trees and make one giant card for everyone out of them 
d. Send everyone on your list a burning pile of rubber tires 
 
5. When using boxes to wrap presents, you should: 
a. Buy new boxes every year and throw them away in the trash when you're done 
b. Use plastic boxes and throw them away in the trash when you're done 
c. Reuse old boxes instead of purchasing new ones and recycle any boxes when you're done with them 
d. Use as many boxes as you can, putting a smaller box in each bigger box as a hilarious prank on the 
person opening all the boxes 
 
6. To conserve paper and prevent unnecessary waste when wrapping presents, you should: 
a. Reuse wrapping paper from previous years or use other paper products that were going to be 
thrown away 
b. Use glossy wrapping paper and wrap the present as many times as possible 
c. Wrap the presents in as much bubble wrap and tape as you can 
d. Wrap the presents in aluminum foil 
 
7. When cooking and preparing the holiday feast, you should: 
a. Use only factory farm-produced meats, especially beef  
b. Purchase local and organic ingredients and meats, or cook up a vegetarian or vegan feast 
c. Preheat the oven 72 hours in advance and then leave it on until New Year's Day 
d. Fry your entire meal in vat of burning oil and dump it into the nearest sewer system when finished 
 
8. When putting up a wreath on your door, you should: 
a. Use a wreath made from natural materials and mulch or compost it afterwards 
b. Use a plastic store-bought wreath and throw it away afterwards, then buy another one for next year 
c. Make a wreath out of plastic can holders & toss it into the ocean afterwards for the fish to play with 
d. Make a wreath out of the bones of an endangered animal 
 
9. When clearing snow out of your driveway this winter, you should: 
a. Use a gas-powered snow blower 
b. Spray crude oil all over your driveway and set it on fire 
c. Use a snow shovel and do it yourself 
d. Throw an excessive amount of snow salt onto your driveway every day and water it so it gets into 
the groundwater 
 
10. When using bows and ribbons to wrap presents, you should: 
a. Cover each gift with as many bows and ribbons as possible and throw them all away afterwards 
b. Use bows and ribbons made from toxic materials and burn them all in a bonfire afterwards 
c. Reuse old bows and ribbons from previous years and save them again for next year 
d. Make one giant bow or ribbon out of the skin of a sad polar bear and destroy it afterwards 
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PUBLIC WORKS REPORT — NOVEMBER 2015  
Total Maintenance Man Hours:               634.5 
Compensated Maintenance Man Hours:              634.5 
Un-Compensated Maintenance Man Hours:                  0 
 
Man Hours per Activity 
General Clean Up                   54.5 
Parkway Maintenance                      0 
Potholes                    6.75 
Sidewalk                       0 
Storm Drains                   18.5 
Signs/Traffic Control                  30.5 
Trees Trimmed                    50 
Vehicle/Tool Maintenance                 30.5 
Building/Grounds Maintenance            118.25 
Landscape Maintenance District                 96 
Park Maintenance                  45 
Trail Maintenance                  18 
Special Maintenance                 7.25 
Crack Sealing                     0 
Graffiti                   83 
USA Markings                  4.5 
Weed Spraying                   0 
Staff Meetings                69.5 
Safety Training                  2 
Personal Time Off                0.25 
Special                   0 
 
               Total Hours  634.5 

Graffiti Removal Report ~ During the period of November 30, 
2015 through December 3, 2015, graffiti was made known to 
Public Works staff by the following means and removed: 
 
Hotline: 9th Street,  
 
Routine observation by Public Works: 7125 Central, 14th Street 
and Victoria, Palm and 9th, Cypress, 26030 Boulder, Mira Vista and 
Boulder, Elm and Boulder, Orang and Pacific, Palm and Pacific, 
Church and Pacific, Sterling Street to Byron, Sterling Liquor, Pacific 
and Sterling, 9th Street to Golondrina,  
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City prepares for El Nino 

1.  Preparing the City’s drainage system so it will function to the best of its capacity—Public Works staff 
has already cleaned out over 90% of all 338 catch basins in the City’s drainage 
system. With assistance from CalFire crews, the City has completed strategic 
clearing of debris and vegetation in most of City-owned drainage channels. Ad-
ditional channel maintenance work will continue in the next few weeks. Some 
of the channels where maintenance work has been performed include the 
channels located south of Greenspot Road in the vicinity of Church Street and 
Weaver Street, and the channels located north of Greenspot Road in the vicini-
ty of Unicorn Way and La Cresta Street. The City also cleared the channel out-
let to Elder Gulch south of Highland Avenue, the channel outlet to Bledsoe 
Creek south of Cherokee Rose Drive and Eucalyptus Drive, and channel outlet 
to Plunge Creek south of Greenspot Road. The City also made some necessary 
repairs in the drainage system, such as the metal grate at the drainage outlet 
to City Creek north of Base Line east of Highland Village Plaza. 

 
2.  Installing protective measures at strategic locations – The Summertrail Place/Country Oak Drive 
neighborhood located south of Highland Avenue east of SR-210 has in the past experienced storm and 
mud flows from Cook Creek that runs on the undeveloped property in the City of San Bernardino. The 
potential for flooding on Highland Avenue and in this neighborhood has diminished after EVWD re-
placed the drainage box culverts with a short bridge where Cook Creek crosses water treatment facili-
ties access road. However, as a precautionary measure to help protect the neighborhood, the City con-
tinues to maintain the placement of approximately 690 lineal feet of concrete K-rails along the south 
side of Highland Avenue, and when necessary during heavy storms, will move several sections of K-
rails into position across Summertrail Place to minimize the possibility that storm and mud flows will  
run down into the neighborhood. 
 
3.  Contracting for additional resources - The City has established a list of contractors that could provide 
labor and equipment to assist City crew in the event of a flood. The City is also reviewing the pricing 
options of rental equipment to ensure that the necessary equipment will be available for the City if 
needed. The City has a Memorandum of Understanding with San Bernardino County Flood Control Dis-
trict that will provide the City will additional help to response to emergencies when requested. 
 
4.   Pre-staging equipment and traffic control devices – For quicker response to flooding if it happens in 
the eastern part of the City, a skip loader will be staged at the fire station located in East Highlands 
Ranch. Street closure barricades and flooded signs have been or will be pre-staged at locations that are 
subject to potential flooding such as Highland Avenue east of SR-210, and Base Line east of Boulder Av-
enue. 
 

In light of the up-coming El Nino storm season, in order 
to best prepare for expected increased rainfall, since mid
-October, City Public Works Department has performed 
a variety of storm preparation works including: 



P a g e  7  

City prepares for El Nino … Continued 

 

Two major capital projects have been proposed 
to improve drainage at two locations within the 
City. They are: 

 

1.  Base Line Bridge Project – The City has proposed to the Federal Highway Administration and Cal-
trans that the existing 40’-long bridge and the low water crossing on Base Line across City Creek be re-
placed with a new 600’-long bridge. The total project cost, estimated to be $22.7 million, is to be paid by 
a $20.2 million federal grant and $2.5 million City funds. This project is in the environmental phase. It is 
anticipated that engineering design will complete and construction will begin in FY 2018/19. Once 
completed, the new bridge will accommodate the passage of 100-year storm flows in City Creek under 
Base Line and eliminate the potential of flooding across Base Line during very heavy storms. 

 

2. Elder Creek/Plunge Creek Restoration Project – San Bernardino County Flood Control District has 
proposed to improve Elder Creek Channel from the East Highlands Village neighborhood to its conflu-
ence with Plunge Creek, and to re-grade Elder Creek/Plunge Creek westerly to Orange Street. This pro-
ject also includes repairs to the Plunge Creek spillway near Orange Street. The District is working in the 
environmental phase of this project, and construction is scheduled to begin as soon as environmental 
and engineering design is done. The estimated project cost of $8 million will be paid out of the District’s 
Zone 3 capital improvement funds. 

Major Projects Planned for 

Drainage Improvements 

5.  Preparing heavy equipment to respond to emergencies – The City has had extensive maintenance 
work done on the skip loader and other heavy equipment. City maintenance staff will maintain proper 
fuel level for all equipment at all times for storm watch. 

 

6.  Placing of erosion controls – Utilizing County Work Release, gravel bags are being filled and placed at 
locations that are prone to severe erosion, such as City trails located on slopes. 

 

7.  Monitoring of flood events – The City’s Police, Fire and Public Works staff will, in a coordinated man-
ner, monitor storm forecasts, water level in creeks and channels, and street locations that are subject 
to potential flooding. 

 

8.  Homeless - City Public Works and Public Safety staff have reached out to local homeless folks in an 
effort to provide them with assistance, where possible, and to keep them out of channels, where they 
would be subject to flood hazards. 
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Free Sand and Sand Bags 
 
The City of Highland would like to inform its residents that the City will have sand and sand bags 
available for use by the residents throughout the up-coming rain season. The residents can pick up 10 
or less empty sand bags per request at each of the 3 Highland fire stations located at: 

 
 Fire Station 1 - 26974 Base Line (east of Central Avenue) 

 Fire Station 2 - 29507 Base Line (at Weaver Street) 
 Fire Station 3 - 7649 Sterling Ave (south of 9th Street) 

 
The City has sand available at Fire Station 2 and at the City vacant lot located at the 

northwest corner of 6th Street and Victoria Avenue. The residents can feel free to take a shovel and fill 
the empty bags at these locations.  

C 
ounty Flood Control Storm Prepara-
tion — During the past two months, 
San Bernardino County Flood Control 
District has done a substantial amount 

of storm preparation work within the City of 
Highland in advance of the anticipated winter 
storms. The District’s work generally falls into 
two major categories: 
 
Drainage Channels Clearing – District crews 
cleared debris and vegetation out of various Dis-
trict-owned drainage channels, especially where 
the channels cross under City streets in the east-
ern part of the City. The channels cleared in-
clude: 
 
1. City Creek – Cleared 100’ upstream of the 
Base Line Bridge and 400’ downstream of the 
low water crossing 
 
2. Plunge Creek – Cleared 100’ upstream and 
downstream of the Greenspot Road Bridge 
 
3. Elder Creek – Cleared 3,000’ downstream of 
the East Highlands Village neighborhood. As an 
additional precautionary measure to contain 
storm flows in the Elder Creek Channel, the Dis-
trict continues to maintain placement of con-
crete K-rails along the Channel downstream 
from the storm drain outlet to Merris Street. 

Debris Basin Cleaning – District crews also com-
pleted cleaning the basin bottom of various de-
bris basins in the eastern part of the City, includ-
ing: 
 
1. Elder Basin located in East Highlands Ranch 

between Van Leuven Lane and Randall Lane. 
 
2. Oak Creek Basin located northeasterly of 

Santa Benito Street/La Cresta Street neigh-
borhood. 

 
3. Cook Creek Basin located northeasterly of 

the undeveloped properties north of High-
land Avenue east of SR-210 in the City of San 
Bernardino. 



CCC   alendar of alendar of alendar of EEEventsventsvents   

December 3, 2015 
4pm—Historic & Cultural Preservation Board, 
Donahue Council Chambers 
5pm—Planning Commission Study Session,  
Donahue Council Chambers 
 
December 4, 2015 
10am—COPS Meeting, Arroyo Verde  
Elementary School 
 
December 8, 2015 
5:30pm—Finance Subcommittee Meeting,  
Upright Conference Room 
6pm—City Council Meeting, Donahue Council 
Chambers 
 
December 10, 2015 
5pm—Community Trails Committee Meeting, 
Donahue Council Chambers 
 
December 15, 2015 
3pm to 5pm —Bicycle Helmet Safety Check 
Station, location TBD 
6pm—Planning Commission Meeting,  
Donahue Council Chambers 
Highland Christmas Parade—West Side of 
Highland, For information please contact 
Highland Police Station (909) 425-9793 
 
December 16, 2015 
Highland Christmas Parade—East Side of 
Highland, For information please contact 
Highland Police Station (909) 425-9793 
 

Saturday, December 19, 2015 
11am to 2pm—San Bernardino Strong Charity  
Picnic/Blood Drive, San Manuel Stadium Home of 
the 66ers - 280 South ’E’ Street—San Bernardino, 
CA 92401- Information/Tickets: 909-888-9922 or 
909-882-2802 
 
Tuesday, December 22, 2015 
City Council Meeting—Canceled  
 
January 11, 2015 
4pm to 5pm—Blood Drive Committee Meeting  at 
Highland City Hall - 27215 Base Line 
 
January 12, 2015 
6pm—City Council Meeting, Donahue Council 
Chambers 
 
January 26, 2015 
6pm—City Council Meeting, Donahue Council 
Chambers 
 
February 9, 2015 
6pm—City Council Meeting, Donahue Council 
Chambers 
 
February  23, 2015 
6pm—City Council Meeting, Donahue Council 
Chambers 
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