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Safe Routes to School was a
Successful Summit

Volunteer Services

Safe Routes to School - Successful
SUMMIT.. On Friday, December 2, 2011, the
San Bernardino County-Department of Public
Health graciously hosted a Safe Routes to

School (SRTS) seminar to support Highland's
efforts to implement this program at our
local elementary schools.

In attendance were City staff,

school Principals and Assistant

Principals, parents, community

volunteers as well as representatives

from the Sheriff Department, Fire

Department, Highland Chamber of Commerce and
San Bernardino County support staff.

Guests at the Summit received important
information about how the Safe Routes to
School program works, how this program will
benefit Highland and how to sustain this program
in our schools and community.

Safe Routes to School programs improve safety
in school zones and a community as a whole. This
can be accomplished by improving infrastructure
around our schools such as adding bike lanes and

pathways and repairing sidewalks. Inaddition, the
program teaches the children pedestrian and
bicycle safety and skills. The goal is to reduce
auto traffic and increase foot traffic around
schools. By doing this we can reduce auto related
accidents, reduce air pollution/smog around
schools and increase the health of our children by
introducing more exercise into their daily
activities.

Volunteers are a crucial part of Highland's Safe
Routes to School program becoming a success. If
you would like to help or want more information
about the program, please contact Denise
Garnsey, Volunteer Services, at 909-864-6861
ext. 203.

Highland Improvement Team - Graffiti
Abatement Cleanup this SATURDAY.. Please
JOIN Us! Volunteer for the Highland
Improvement Team graffiti abatement cleanup
this Saturday, December 10, 2011. You can help
keep Highland free of blight and crime by wiping
out graffiti in our community!

Volunteers interested in joining the Team can
meet at City Hall, 27215 Baseline this Saturday.
Registration is from 7:30am to 8:00am. The
graffiti abatement cleanup will immediately follow



from 8:00am to noon. Volunteers are required
to provide their own transportation to and from
the cleanup site.

Contact Volunteer Services at 909-864-6861
extension 203 for more information.

Residential Cleanups Wanted.. The
Highland Improvement Team (H.I.T.) is currently
accepting requests for residential cleanups. We

help with yard cleanup and minor
landscaping to contact Volunteer

Requests are screened and
scheduled on a first come, first
served basis.

Our mission is to improve the overall environment
of our city for all residents and businesses.

Top priority is property cleanup projects for
disabled and senior citizens. There are no income
eligibility requirements and absolutely no charge
to the homeowner. A fabulous team of
volunteers complete all work and repair at H.I.T.
projects.

Here are the few qualifications:

1. Must be 55 years and older or
disabled
2. Must own and reside in your home

The Highland Improvement Team schedules one
cleanup per month. Each cleanup requires enough
work to fill the allotted four-hour period, usually
from 8:00am to Noon.

The Highland Improvement Team has scheduled
the September project and currently is in the
process of verifying the project for October. If
you are interested in being the next cleanup or
want to know if you qualify, contact Volunteer
Services at 909-864-6861 extension 203.

Public Safety

Holiday Decorating, Festive and Safe.
With the holiday season upon us, the San
Bernardino County Fire Department would like to
remind you of the following holiday decorating
and natural Christmas tree safety tips to help you
keep this season safe and joyous.

Check the lights, check the cords. Before you
put up any electrically lighted or operated
decorations, you should check the equipment to
make sure it will operate safely. Check for
damaged equipment, burned-out lights, empty
sockets and broken bulbs. Inspect wires carefully
for breaks, fraying and damaged connections
before installing or energizing your holiday
decorations. Any damaged components should be
thrown out and replaced. Look for the
Underwriters Laboratory (UL) label to assure
safe electrical equipment.

Artificial or natural tree? Many consider
artificial frees, in general, to be safer than
natural trees, but both can be enjoyed safely. If
you use an artificial tree, make sure it is

made of safe, fireproof materials. If

your artificial tree is pre-lit, check
carefully for burnt-out, broken or
damaged light sockets before using ¢g
the free.

Make a fresh cut. If you use a
natural tree, make a fresh 1-inch cut at the base
to open up pores clogged by sap. The fresh cut
surface should be creamy-white so that the tree
will be able to drink water.

Put in water. For a natural tree, choose a sturdy
stand that holds at least one gallon of water.
Rinse the stand with a mixture of one capful of
bleach and one cup of water before inserting the
tree. This rinsing reduces the growth of
microorganisms that can block the tree's ability
to absorb water. If the tree is not going into the
house soon after purchase, it should be stored in



a bucket of water in a cool place away from wind
and sun.

Water daily. An average natural tree may
consume between a quart and a gallon of water
per day. If the water level drops below the cut
end of the trunk, a seal will form and no more
water will be absorbed- so don't forget to water
the tree every day!

Mini-lights produce less heat. Miniature lights
produce less heat and reduce drying on a natural
tree. Always check lights for frayed or
cracked wiring and broken sockets
before placing on a tree. Do not
attempt to repair a worn light—throw
it away! Turn off tree lights when
leaving the house or before going to
bed. Avoid overloading circuits. Plug no more
than three light sets into a single outlet.

Keep away from heat sources. Place the free
away from heat sources: heating vents,
fireplaces, wood stoves, radiators, T.V. sets, or
sunny windows. Keep rearranged furniture away
from heat sources as well. Be careful not to
block a door with the tree or with rearranged
furniture.

Remove and recycle the tree promptly. After
the holidays, remove a natural tree from the
house as soon as possible. Never burn any part of
a Christmas tree in a wood stove or fireplace; it
burns too fast and is explosive!l The best
alternative is to RECYCLE your tree through
your local city or county program.

Have a festive and SAFE holiday season!

Community Development

Historic and Cultural Preservation
Board... New Chairman and Vice Chairman
elected. At its December 1, 2011, regular
Meeting, the Board went through the election
process and selected a new Chair and Vice Chair.

The Board elected Pam Beachtel Bible as
Chairwoman and Nancy Alexander as Vice
Chairwoman. This is the eighth time for both Pam
as Chair and Nancy as Vice Chair. Staff is
continuing to looking forward working with Pam
and Nancy in their new positions. Congratulations,
Ladies!!!

Planning Commission determination: At
its December 6, 2011, regular Meeting, the
Commission considered the following Items:

1. A modification to an existing Sign Program for
Stoney Creek Center (ASR-011-012). The Project
is generally located at Boulder Avenue and Jasper
Street. Address: 7354 Stoney Creek Drive APN:
1201-091-60-0-000. Representative: Bill Jamal,
Infiniti Commercial, LLC. [Continued from
September 20, 2011, and October 4, 2011,
Planning Commission Meetings.]

The Planning Commission continued this Item to
January 3, 2012.

2. CUP 011-008 - A Proposal to permit the
establishment of a Type 41 On-Sale Beer and
Wine for Bona Fide Public Eating Place from the
State Department of Alcohol and Beverage
Control (ABC) for "Moo and Brew". The Project is
located at the northwest corner of the
intersection of Greenspot Road and Boulder
Avenue. The address is 7955 Webster Streef,
Units 1-5. APN: 1201-361-23. Representative:
Ken Renfrow

The Planning Commission:

1. Directed Staff to File a CEQA Notice of
Exemption with the San Bernardino County Clerk
of the Board, and;

2. Adopted Resolution 11-017 approving
Conditional Use Permit 011-008, all subject to the
recommended Conditions of Approval, and the
Findings of Fact.



The Application may now proceed forward in
the process.

Fire Prevention

Fire Prevention Division Activity
Update. The following statistics were provided
by the Fire Prevention Division for the number
of Permit Totals and Valuations for the month of
November, 2011.

Some of the Permits / Inspections include, but
are not limited to the following: Fire
Suppression, Various Types of Fire Sprinklers,
UL 300, Fire Alarms, Various Types of
Certificates of Occupancy, and Fire Construction
Review.

Fire Prevention Division in Total Fees collected

Inspection $3,566.00
Plan Check $1,642.50
Micro Film $ 103.90

Total $5,312.40

Total Inspections Performed for the month of
November: 6

Building and Safety

Building and Safety Division Activity
Update. The following statistics were provided
by the Building and Safety Division for the
number of Permit Totals and Valuations for the
month of November, 2011.

Description / No. of Units

Plumbing, Electrical, Mechanical, Reroofs, Patio
Covers, Special Inspections, etc. / 78

Store / 1

Other Buildings and Structures / 7

Single Family Additions, Alterations / 11
Commercial Additions, Alterations / 2
Demotion Single Family Residence / 1

Grand Total Valuation $1,062,685.00

Building and Safety Division in Total Fees

collected

Plan Check $ 3,055.84
Building Permits $ 7,658.46
S.MIP. $ 2278
Microfilm $ 869.37
Green Building $ 91.00
Code Enforcement $ 2,310.83
Police Fee $ 291.30
Lien Release $ 320.00

Total Inspections Performed for the month of
November: 315

Year | Number Total Fees Total
2011 of Collected Inspections
Permits
Jan 94 $47,173.84 157
Feb 71 $24,480.74 288
March 106 $45,808.87 220
April 112 $37,174.12 461
May 120 $45,064.39 334
June 111 $37,596.29 375
July 107 $44 947 .32 353
Aug 130 $53,477.99 446
Sept 91 $623,750.00 350
Oct 129 $1,207,778.00 326
Nov 100 $34,719.58 315

If you want additional information, please contact
the Building and Safety Division at (909) 864-
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REPETE'S WISDOM OF THE WEEK -
Its official: the holidays are here! No matter
what you're celebrating, chances are you feel
some pressure to do a bit of decorating and give
some gifts. Rather than head to the big box store
for impersonal gifts and decorations, why not try
out some handmade alternatives this year?

Gifts and decor you make yourself are often less
expensive and always more fun than something you



http://www.care2.com/greenliving/holidays

picked up at the mall. If you're not the crafty
type, you can still add a handmade touch to the
holidays by pledging to buy handmade this
season.

Handmade Gifts. I know, when you think of
handmade gifts you picture tea cozies and
horrible Christmas sweaters. Handmade gifts
actually don't have to be that intricate or that
hokey. Family and friends will appreciate
(_)) something personal and practical.

= You can put together dry soup,

muffin and hot chocolate mixes
@ in a mason jar, for example. Just

layer your ingredients in the jar and tie
some ribbon around the neck of the jar with a
list of wet ingredients and cooking instructions.

Homemade bath products are another simple,
handmade holiday gift option. From scrubs to
bath salts, you can whip these up in big batches
and package them in reusable containers.

Handmade Decorations. This is another area
where you can opt fo make or opt to shop.
Making ornaments and garland is a fun activity to
do with friends and family.

For kids, you might try something simple like a
cranberry and popcorn garland. The only other
things you need are a needle and thread. Kids will
love deciding what fo string next and hanging
their creation in a doorway or on the free.

You can even put your friends and family to work!
At your next holiday party, try setting up a craft
station with supplies for making decorations, and
let folks have at it. Crafts are a great ice
breaker, and vyou'll be left with unique
decorations that stir up lovely holiday memories.
Stock the table with supplies like: reclaimed
cardboard, wine corks, permanent markers,
glitter, glue, googly eyes, string, needles and
thread, vintage buttons, and ribbon. It's fun to
see what folks createl

Library News

Holiday Happenings at the Highland
Library. The holiday season is upon us and the
Highland Sam J. Racadio Library and
Environmental Learning Center is ready to
celebratel Though the library will be closed for
the holidays, we have a variety of programs for all
ages throughout the month of December.

Join us every Thursday at 4:00pm in the
Children's Area where children will create winter
works of art during Winter Workshop. From
cards to decorations, you never know what your
child will create for the season! The 4™ Annual
Very Merry Library Party will be on Tuesday,
December 13 from 5-7pm and full of good cheer.
Children of all ages will enjoy seasonal crafts and
stories in the Children's Area. The entire family
can share snacks and festive movies in the
Community Room, and won't want to miss our
special guests! The Highland Environmental
Education Coalition will be presenting "Easy Ways
to Green the Holidays" including ways to make
your own eco-friendly decorations and wrap your
gifts. Be sure to pick up your ticket for photos
with Santa from the Children's Reference Desk.

Teens can get crafty during READ4Teens! This
program of Random Entertainment and Dialogue
just for Teens will turn old t-shirts into fall
scarves. Join us in the Community Room on
Wednesday, December 7™ at 4:00pm to get
crafting!

‘Tis the season for simply enjoying time with your
family and friends and the Highland Library and
Environmental Learning Center invites you to come
and celebrate with us at the library.

For more information on any of the upcoming
programs, please call the Sam J. Racadio Library
and Environmental Learning Center at 909-425-
4700.
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Eco-Friendly Gift Wrap. Are you

ready to create an earth friendly holiday
season? The Highland Environmental Education
Coalition will be presenting their annual Eco-Gift
Wrap program on Saturday, December 17 from
10:00am to 3:30pm. Stop by the Community

Room to learn easy ways to save money
and go green for the holidays. Bring
your gifts for others and have them
wrapped while you wait or browse the
library.

a@ Not done with your shopping? Pick up

an eco-gift wrapping kit and take
home all the supplies you will need to sustainably
wrap gifts for your loved ones.

Donations are appreciated and proceeds from
this fundraiser help fund FREE programs &
workshops offered by the Environmental
Learning Center at the Highland Branch Library
and help offset the cost for animal care and
supplies.

For more information regarding this fundraiser,
please contact the Environmental Learning
Center at 909-425-4706 or email us af
heecinfo@yahoo.com

Administration

Volunteers Needed to Count Bald
Eagles - an Bernardino, Calif., December 7,
2011 - Volunteers are needed to help the
Forest Service count bald eagles for the 34™
season in the San Bernardino National Forest's
annual winter bald eagle counts in the San
Bernardino and San Jacinto Mountains on
Saturday December 17, January 14, February 11,
and March 10.

Concurrent Bald Eagle counts are held at Big
Bear Lake, Lake Arrowhead, Lake Silverwood,
and Lake Hemet. This year we have added Lake
Perris State Park Recreation Area. Volunteers
will be stationed at vantage points around the

lakes, where they map and note any eagle
observations during a 1-hour period on the
Saturday mornings listed above. Observations will
be repeated monthly for simultaneous 1-hour
census/mapping efforts December through
March.

"Through this method, the Forest Service has
acquired information about areas eagles use and
fluctuations in population numbers,” said Forest
Service wildlife biologist Marc Stamer. "There's
no experience needed for volunteers and this is a
wonderful opportunity to catch a glimpse of our
breath-taking national symbol.”

The bald eagle counts for this winter are
scheduled for the following Saturday mornings:
December 17, January 14, February 11, and March
10. Mark your calendars now. No experience is
needed. Volunteers should dress warmly and bring
binoculars and a watch.

e Big Bear Lake area volunteers will meet at
8:00 a.m. at the Big Bear Discovery Center on
North Shore Drive. Contact Robin Eliason
(reliason@fs.fed.us or 909-382-2832) for
more information.

e Lake Arrowhead volunteers will meet at 8:00
am. at the Sky Forest Ranger Station.
Contact Robin Eliason (reliason@fs.fed.us or
909-382-2832) for more information.

e Silverwood Lake State Park volunteers
should contact the park office for
information during business hours of 8:00 am
to 4:00 pm at 760-389-2281, and plan to
meet at the Visitor Center at 8:00 a.m.

e Lake Hemet volunteers should plan on
meeting at the Lake Hemet Grocery Store at
8:30 am. for instructions. Contact Ann
Poopatanapong (apoopatanapong@fs.fed.us or
909-382-2935) for more information.

e Lake Perris State Park volunteers should
contact the park office for information at
951-940-5600, and plan to meet at the Lake
Perris Regional Indian Museum.
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For additional information about the San
Bernardino National Forest, please visit:
http://www.fs.fed.us/r5/sanbernardino/

Background.The San Bernardino Mountains
support the largest wintering bald eagle
population in Southern California. Eagles
typically begin arriving in the area in late
November and continue to stay in the area until
early April. Numbers using the Big Bear Basin
have fluctuated from lows of 6-7 to highs of 35-
40 individuals.

In the early 1990s, the Forest Service
conducted a research project to learn more
about what areas in the mountains are important
for eagle foraging, perching, and night roosting.
Fifteen eagles were caught and equipped with
tiny radio-transmitters that allowed us to track
their movements. Through radio-tracking, we
learned that some of the same individual eagles
return to the San Bernardino Mountains year
after year. We also determined that there is a
lot of movement of eagles between the different
mountain lakes and that the lakes do not have
distinctive separate populations—the eagles
regularly move between Silverwood, Big Bear,
and Arrowhead lakes. We have also learned that
some of the San Bernardino Mountains' eagles
travel to Montana, Wyoming, Idaho, and Canada.

Scientists at Lake Silverwood also equipped some
bald eagles with transmitters tracked by
satellites. Some of those eagles were tracked
all the way to Alberta and the Northwest
Territories in Canada where they probably
nested. That is about 2,000 miles one-way!
Information regarding bald eagle migratory
routes for these and other California eagles can
be viewed from the University of Santa Cruz
Predatory Bird Research Group's web site at
http://www2.ucsc.edu/~scpbrg/migration.htm.

Breeding populations of bald eagles in Southern
California were extirpated by the late 1950s.
Until reintroduction efforts began in the 1980s

on Catalina Island, the southern-most nest site
known in California was in Lake County. Since
2003, a pair of bald eagles has successfully
fledged babies several times at Lake Hemet!
Potential nesting habitat exists on National
Forest lands near all of the lakes in the San
Bernardino Mountains. The Forest Service will
continue to monitor these areas in the spring for
future nesting attempts.

The bald eagle is a success story of the
Endangered Species Act - through protection
under that Law; its populations have recovered
from the brink of extinction. Bald Eagles are no
longer considered an Endangered or Threatened
species. They still have full protection under the
Bald Eagle Protection Act. Captive breeding
programs, reintroduction efforts, the banning of
DDT, and public education have all helped in the
recovery of this species.

Catching a glimpse of our breath-taking national
symbol is relatively easy during winter months in
Big Bear. There are some fantastic opportunities
for excellent close-up photographs too. Just look
in the tallest trees around the lake near open
water for perching eagles. Or, if the lake is
partly frozen, look for eagles perched on the ice
near small groups of ducks using the open water.
Stop by the Forest Service's Big Bear Discovery
Center (on North Shore Drive, 1-1/2 miles west of
Stanfield Cutoff) and pick up a handout on
eagles. Remember that human presence may
distract or disturb the eagles - so, try to limit
your movements and don't make loud noises when
they're nearby. If possible, remain in your car
while looking at eagles - the car may act as a
blind.

Mark Your Calendar

Thursday, December 8, 2011

3pm - Community Trails Committee Study
Session, Seven Oaks Dam Office, 32220 Santa
Ana Canyon Road (off of Greenspot Road)
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5pm - Community Trails Committee Regular
Meeting, Donahue Council Chambers

Saturday, December 10, 2011

8am to Noon - Highland Improvement Team
Clean-up - - Graffiti Abatement, Meet @ City
Hall - 27215 Baseline

Tuesday, December 13, 2011

3pm - Finance Subcommittee Meeting, Upright
Conference Room

6pm - Regular City Council Meeting, Council
Chambers

Thursday, December 15, 2011
2pm - Orange County Subcommittee Meeting,
Upright Conference Room

Tuesday, December 20, 2011
Planning Commission Regular Meeting has been
cancelled

Monday, January 2, 2012
New Year's Day Holiday - City Offices are
closed

Tuesday, January 3, 2012
6pm - Planning Commission Regular Meeting,
Donahue Council Chambers

Thursday, January 5, 2012

5pm - Historic and Cultural Preservation Board
Special Meeting, Donahue Council Chambers
5:30pm - Joint Study Session with the
Historic and Cultural Preservation Board and
Highland Area Chamber of Commerce, Upright
Conference Room

Tuesday, January 10, 2012
6pm - Regular City Council Meeting, Council
Chambers

Thursday, January 12, 2012
5pm - Community Trails Committee Regular
Meeting, Donahue Council Chambers

Tuesday, January 17, 2012
6pm - Planning Commission Regular Meeting,
Donahue Council Chambers

Tuesday, January 24, 2012
6pm - Regular City Council Meeting, Council
Chambers

Thursday, February 2, 2012

5pm - Historic and Cultural Preservation Board
Regular Meeting, Donahue Council Chambers
5:30pm - Joint Study Session with the Historic
and Cultural Preservation Board and Highland
Area Chamber of Commerce, Upright
Conference Room

Tuesday, February 7, 2012
6pm - Planning Commission Regular Meeting,
Donahue Council Chambers

Thursday, February 9, 2012
5pm - Community Trails Committee Regular
Meeting, Donahue Council Chambers

Tuesday, February 14, 2012
6pm - Regular City Council Meeting, Council
Chambers

Monday, February 20, 2012
President's Day - City Offices are closed

Tuesday, February 21, 2012
6pm - Planning Commission Regular Meeting,
Donahue Council Chambers

Tuesday, February 28, 2012
6pm - Regular City Council Meeting, Council
Chambers
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