
 

  City of Highland 

Weekly Report 
 

October 27, 2011 
 

City of Highland Receives Two 

Safe Route to School Grants 

 
Engineering 
 

City Receives Safe Route to School 

Grants. The City’s efforts in promoting traffic 

safety around schools got 

another booster last week 

when Caltrans announced 

that the City was approved 

for two federal Safe Route 

to School grants in the 

combined amount of 

$1,187,900. The two federal grants will pay for 

90% of the following improvements and 

programs: 

 

1.  Widen and improve 0.4 mile of McKinley 

Street between Base Line and 9th Street  

 

2.  Widen and improve portions of three-

quarter mile of 9th Street between 

Cunningham Street and Palm Avenue  

 

3.  Install In-pavement lighted crosswalks and 

advance flashing beacons at the Base Line and 

Valaria Drive, and Church Avenue/Norwood 

Street intersections 

 

4. Implement safe route to school programs at 

Lankershim, Cypress and Thompson Elementary 

School  

 

Caltrans received 332 applications state-wide and 

selected 139 projects for funding, out of which 7 

projects are located within San Bernardino 

County. City of Highland received the highest 

grant amount ($1,187,900 or 34% of total award) 

among the 4 cities in San Bernardino County. 

 

Administration 
 

Halloween Safety Tips for Your Pets. 

Halloween can be a festive and fun time of year 

for children and families, but it can be a stressful 

and even dangerous day for pets. The San 

Bernardino County Animal Care & Control Program 

offers the following tips to help keep pets safe 

this Halloween:  

 

Halloween. There are plenty of horror stories of 

vicious pranksters who have teased, injured, 

stolen, and even killed pets on this night.  

 

several days before and several days after 

Halloween; black cats in particular may be at risk 



 

from children’s pranks or other cruelty-related 

incidents.  

 

-or-treat candies are not for pets: 

Chocolate is poisonous to a lot of animals and tin 

foil and cellophane candy wrappers can be 

hazardous if swallowed.  

 

knock them over and cause a fire. Curious kittens 

especially run the risk of getting burned.  

 

unless you know for sure that he or she loves it. 

Otherwise, it puts too much stress on the animal. 

If you do dress up your pet, make sure that the 

costume is not annoying or unsafe; it should not 

constrict his/her movement, hearing, or ability 

to breathe or bark. Also, there should not be 

small, dangling, or easily chewed-off pieces on 

the costume that your pet could choke on. Pets 

should always be supervised, especially one that 

is dressed up in a costume. If your pet goes trick 

or treating with you, make sure they are always 

on a leash!  

 

be kept in a separate room during trick-or-treat 

visiting hours; too many strangers in costumes 

can be scary for a dog or cat.  

 

-or-treaters, 

be very careful that your dog or cat does not 

dart outside. It is best to keep 

them locked in a separate room 

where they can feel safe away 

from all the noise.  

 

proper identification (ID tag, license, microchip, 

tattoo, etc.). If for any reason they escape and 

become lost, you increase the chances that they 

will be returned to you.  

 

For more information, please call the San 

Bernardino County Animal Care & Control 

Program toll free at 1-800-472-5609 or visit 

www.sbcounty.gov/acc 

 

Public Services 
 

REPETE’S WISDOM OF THE WEEK - 

DISCOVER HIGHLAND NIGHT SUCCESS!!!! 

During this year’s Discover Highland Night the 

City’s Public Services Division 

booth attracted a crowd of 171 

participants, 126 of those 

participants were Highland 

Resident’s. For those Do-It-

Yourself Mechanics, 55 used oil drain pans and 

filter buckets were provided at no cost. 1 sharps 

container was handed out to a residents who 

generates sharps at home.   

 

For those residents that no longer change their 

own motor oil, a FREE incentive was offered after 

answering true or false to a household hazardous 

waste question.  

 

We are so excited to see Highland resident’s 

taking initiative and doing their part to properly 

recycle their Household Hazardous Waste and 

assist in the fight against storm water pollution 

prevention!  

 

For more information on storm water pollution 

prevention or general recycling questions or 

concerns, please feel free to contact Public 

Services Coordinator, Andrea Saavedra at ext. 

271. 

 

For further information on where and how to 

dispose of your Household Hazardous Waste, 

please feel free to call the San Bernardino County 

Fire Department Household Hazardous Waste 

Program at 909-382-5401 or 1-800-oilycat.  

 

OCTOBER 29th IS NATIONAL 

PRESCRIPTION DRUG TAKE BACK DAY. When 

cleaning out your medicine cabinet, what do you do 

with your expired medication? Many people flush 

them down the toilet or toss them into the trash 



 

can. Although this seems convenient, these 

simple actions may be contaminating your water 

supply. 

 

DEA has scheduled another National Prescription 

Drug Take Back Day on Saturday, October 29, 

2011, from 10:00 am - 2:00 pm. to provide a 

venue for persons who want to dispose of 

unwanted and unused prescription drugs. 

 

The DEA will coordinate a collaborative effort 

with state and local law enforcement agencies to 

remove potentially dangerous controlled 

substances from our nation’s medicine 

cabinets. The National Take-Back 

Day provides an opportunity for the 

public to surrender expired, 

unwanted, or unused pharmaceutical 

controlled substances and other medications for 

destruction. These drugs are a potential source 

of supply for illegal use and an unacceptable risk 

to public health and safety. 

 

Join us at the Highland Police Station (located at 

26985 Baseline Highland, CA 92346) on October 

29, 2011 from 10am to 2pm to turn in any unused, 

unwanted or expired medications. This take back 

event is FREE and open to the public. 

 

The best way to ensure safe water is to keep our 

water resources clean. Consumers should never 

dispose of unused medications in the toilet, down 

sink or in the trash. Instead, contact the San 

Bernardino County Fire Department Household 

Hazardous Waste Collection Facility at (909) 

382-5401, for information about proper disposal 

of medications and other materials that could 

potentially harm the environment, such as 

cleaning products, pesticides, and automotive 

products. 

 

Volunteer Services 
 

Highland Improvement Team - 

Residential Cleanups Wanted… The Highland 

Improvement Team (H.I.T.) is currently 

accepting requests for residential cleanups.  We 

urge Highland homeowners who need help with 

yard cleanup and minor landscaping to contact 

Volunteer Services as soon as possible.  Requests 

are screened and scheduled on a first come, first 

served basis.  

 

 Our mission is to improve the overall 
environment of our city for all residents and 
businesses. 

 
Top priority is property cleanup projects for 

disabled and senior citizens. There are no income 

eligibility requirements and absolutely no charge 

to the homeowner.  A fabulous team of volunteers 

complete all work and repair at H.I.T. projects. 

 

Here are the few qualifications: 

 

1. Must be  55 years and older or 

disabled 

2. Must own and reside in your home 

 

The Highland Improvement Team schedules one 

cleanup per month.  Each cleanup requires enough 

work to fill the allotted four-hour period, usually 

from 8:00am to noon.   

 

The Highland Improvement Team has scheduled 

the September project and currently is in the 

process of verifying the project for October.  If 

you are interested in being the next cleanup or 

want to know if you qualify, contact Volunteer 

Services at 909-864-6861 extension 203.   

 

Thanksgiving Food Drive. Fall is Here, 

Let’s Show Our Thanksgiving Cheer! It’s a Time 

for Giving and Caring, Friendship and 

Sharing. 

 

We couldn’t think of a better way 

to give thanks, than by donating non-

perishable food items to the 

Thanksgiving Food Drive, for those in need. 

 



 

Between October 17, 2011 and November 14, 

2011, you may drop off your donations to any of 

the following locations:  

 

 Highland City Hall: 27215 Baseline  

 Police Station: 26985 Baseline  

 Highland YMCA: 7793 Central Ave 

 Highland Community News: 27000 

Baseline, Suite G 

 

If you would like to donate a perishable item or 

would like more information about the Food 

Drive, please contact Denise Garnsey, Volunteer 

Services Coordinator at (909) 864-6861 ext 

203. 

 

Public Safety 

 

CPS Safety Sweep – City of Highland 

Code Enforcement Officers, Building and Safety, 

Police and Fire Inspectors conducted a safety 

sweep on October 27th at the 25000 Block of 

Base Line, resulting in: 

 

 25 Types of Building and Municipal 

Code Violations 

 10 Inoperable vehicles tagged for 

abatement 

 7 Types of Fire Code Violations 

 2 Arrests 

 6 Probation Compliance Searches 

 

Community Development 

 

City Council appointed two (2) members 

on the Community Trails Committee (CTC).  On 

September 13, 2011, the City Council declared 

two (2) vacancies on the Community Trails 

Committee and directed the City 

Clerk to advertise the vacancies.   

 

On October 25, 2011, the City 

Council appointed Ms. Anne L. Viricel 

and reappointed Ms. Margaret Wright to the 

CTC.  They are no strangers to being a member 

of a governmental board as Ms. Viricel has 

previously served on other entities for other 

Cities but not for Highland and Ms. Wright has 

previously served on the CTC, respectively.  Staff 

is looking forward to working again with Anne and 

Margaret in their new positions.  Congratulations, 

ladies!!! 

 

Mark Your Calendar  
 

Thanksgiving Food Drive 

Monday, October 17, 2011 through Monday 

November 14, 2011 

 

Red Ribbon Week 

Monday, October 24, 2011 through Monday, 

October 31, 2011 

 

Tuesday, November 1, 2011 

Planning Commission Meeting - Canceled 

 

Friday, November 4, 2011 

5:30pm – 18th Annual Volunteer Recognition 

Dinner, Jerry Lewis Community Center 
 

Tuesday, November 08, 2011 

6pm - Regular City Council Meeting, Council 

Chambers  

 

Thursday, November 10, 2011 

5pm - Community Trails Committee Regular 

Meeting, Donahue Council Chambers 

 

Tuesday, November 15, 2011 

6pm - Planning Commission Regular Meeting, 

Donahue Council Chambers 

 

Thursday, December 1, 2011 

5pm - Historic and Cultural Preservation Board 

Regular Meeting, Donahue Council Chambers 

5:30pm - Joint Study Session with the Historic 

and Cultural Preservation Board and Highland 

Area Chamber of Commerce, Upright 

Conference Room 

 



 

Tuesday, December 6, 2011 

6pm - Planning Commission Regular Meeting, 

Donahue Council Chambers 

 

Thursday, December 8, 2011 

5pm - Community Trails Committee Regular 

Meeting, Donahue Council Chambers 

 

Tuesday, December 13, 2011 

6pm - Regular City Council Meeting, Council 

Chambers  

 

Tuesday, December 20, 2011 

6pm - Planning Commission Regular Meeting, 

Donahue Council Chambers 

 

Tuesday, January 3, 2012 

6pm - Planning Commission Regular Meeting, 

Donahue Council Chambers 

 

Thursday, January 5, 2012 

5:30pm - Joint Study Session with the 

Historic & Cultural Preservation Board & 

Highland Area Chamber of Commerce, Upright 

Conference Room 

 

Tuesday, January 10, 2012 

6pm - Regular City Council Meeting, Council 

Chambers  

 

Thursday, January 12, 2012 

5pm - Community Trails Committee Regular 

Meeting, Donahue Council Chambers 

 

Tuesday, January 17, 2012 

6pm - Planning Commission Regular Meeting, 

Donahue Council Chambers 

 
Tuesday, January 24, 2012 

6pm - Regular City Council Meeting, Council 

Chambers  

 
Assembled by:  Elena Rodrigues 
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