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Exciting & Educational Events At The 
 Highland Library – Join the Fun!!

 
Library News 
 
 Highland Teenagers Join in National 
4-H science experiment to better understand 
water conservation.  Youth of all ages will gather 
at the Highland Sam J. Racadio Library and 

Environmental Learning Center on 
Thursday, October 7th for a hands-
on scientific seminar about water 
quality and water conservation. The 
event is offered FREE to all adults 
and youth by the UC Cooperative 

Extension 4-H program in San Bernardino 
County.  
 
The event is one of dozens around the state 
marking National 4-H Science Day. One of the 
goals of the 4-H Youth Development Program is 
boosting the science literacy of California youth. 
Low science literacy is an urgent problem in 
California. The state’s students as a whole 
scored below the national average on 2007 
science assessments; only Mississippi students 
had lower overall scores. 
 
“We live in a knowledge-based society where 
everything we do is impacted by science,” said 
Cynthia Barnett, the 4-H Youth Development 
Advisor for San Bernardino County. “The low 

science literacy among California students is 
disgraceful. In 4-H, we promote hands-on 
science learning to help our youth develop the 
curiosity, knowledge and skills necessary for 
scientific careers.” 
 
What: World of Water – a free seminar for San 
Bernardino youth and adults 
When: 3:00 pm – 6:00 pm, Thursday, October 
07, 2010 
Where: Highland Sam J. Racadio Library and 
Environmental Learning Center, 7863 Central 
Ave. Highland, CA 92346 
 
3:00 p.m. to 4:15 p.m. – Participants rotate 
through the following activities: 
 
The 4H20 National Science Experiment. All over 
the country, 4-H is hosting opportunities for 
youth to conduct a National Science Experiment. 
This year, the project helps participants 
understand the presence and effects of carbon 
dioxide in the earth’s atmosphere and water. 
 
Conducting the experiment:  Kids add drops of 
blue ph-indicator solution to water in a clear cup. 
It turns aquamarine. They add carbon dioxide by 
blowing into the water with a straw. The water 
turns green. They add effervescent tablets to 
water inside plastic zipper bags and observe the 



 

how CO2 expands in the earth’s atmosphere. 
 
Rethink your drink. Participants will see how 
much sugar they are drinking in their sodas, 
energy drinks, sports drinks and juice.  The 
presenter will show a 1/4-pound bag of sugar, 
the average amount of sugar American’s consume 
each day, much of it disguised as thirst-
quenching refreshment. 
 
4-H20 Water Conservation Pledge. Each youth 
and adult is asked to write down a personal 
water conservation pledge on a card shaped like 
a drop of water. Pledges will be simple steps 
anyone can take to reduce water use – sweeping 

the driveway instead of hosing it down, 
growing a water-efficient landscape or 
taking shorter showers. Each of the 
“water drops” is displayed on board, 
showing how all the small steps amount to 
significant water savings. 

 
Diatomaceous Earth Model. A model 

watershed made of diatomaceous earth allows 
participants to see how water can be 
contaminated by pollution on the landscape. The 
DE is shaped with hills and valleys and dotted 
with model trees, homes, farms and roads. Candy 
sprinkles are added to represent contaminants, 
like animal waste and pesticides. When water is 
sprayed over the top, participants observe what 
happens when the water runs into rivers, creeks, 
lakes and the aquifer. 
 
4:15 to 5:00 p.m. “Educational Dessert”:  
 
Edible aquifer. Using ordinary foods, the 
participants build an aquifer in a cup that helps 
them understand aquifers and groundwater 
pollution. The participants layer chocolate chips 
in a clear cup to represent underground bedrock. 
A clear soda fills in the gaps, showing the 
reservoir of water below the earth’s surface. 
Cookie crumbs, representing top soil, are 
sprinkled on top. Colored syrup, representing 
pollution, is added on top to contaminate the 
“aquifer” when the participant sips the 

concoction with a straw, representing a well. 
 
5:00 p.m. Discussion groups 
 
The participants join facilitated discussion to 
talk about the activities and how they can share 
what they learned with others. 
 
The 4-H National Science Experiment in 
California is sponsored by Toyota, Time Warner 
Cable, California Landscape Contractors 
Association, and The California 4-H Foundation. 
More information: Contact Cynthia Barnett, PhD 
(909) 387.2193, ccbarnett@ucdavis.edu 
 
 Annual Conference for Environmentally 
Conscious Students.  On Saturday, October 2nd 
middle and high school students from Riverside, 
Mono, Inyo, and San Bernardino Counties will 
gather for the annual Environmental Youth 
Leadership Conference (EYLC). The EYLC serves 
to encourage and empower 
environmentally conscious students 
by providing them with the means 
and resources to make a difference 
in their community. Student teams will 
meet industry professionals, network with like-
minded students from other schools, and develop 
a plan of action based in Service Learning while 
attending the Conference. The Teams will then 
develop and implement a project to improve their 
local environment before re-convening with 
other teams at the annual EYLC Reunion in the 
spring.  
 
The Frontier Project in Rancho Cucamonga, the 
Platinum LEED Certified sustainable resource 
center and demonstration gardens will be the 
site of the 2010 EYLC. 
The Conference is sponsored by the California 
Regional Environmental Education Community 
(CREEC) Network and affiliates. While 
Conference attendance requires schools to pre-
register, all public interests for future 
involvement should be directed to Katherine 
Havert, CREEC Region 10 Coordinator at (909) 
386-2797 or Kathy_havert@sbcss.k12.ca.us. 



 

 

Public Services 
 
 REPETE’S WISDOM OF THE WEEK - 
Are You Polluting Our Waterways?  When pet 
waste is disposed of improperly, water quality 
isn’t the only thing that suffers— your health 
may be at risk, too. 
 
Pet waste is a health risk to pets and people, 
especially children. Pet waste can carry diseases 
and bacteria, which are unsafe for humans. 
When it rains, bacteria from pet waste can wash 
directly into storm drains and drainage ditches 

and eventually into our waterways - 
UNTREATED! In addition to causing 
beach closures, this contamination can 
cause sickness in both humans and 
wildlife. Pet waste also leads to 

increased biological oxygen demand, thus 
reducing the oxygen content of the water and 
making it difficult for aquatic life to survive.  
 
Pet Waste Diseases - Some of the diseases that 
can be spread from pet waste include: 
 
• Salmonellosis - the most common bacterial 
infection transmitted from animals to humans. 
Symptoms include headache, fever, muscle 
aches, vomiting, and diarrhea. 
 
• Campylobacteriosis - a bacterial infection. 
Symptoms include diarrhea in humans. 
 
• Toxocarisis - roundworms transmitted from 
animals to humans. Symptoms include fever, 
rash, vision loss, and cough. 
 
I want to be a responsible pet owner; does this 
mean I have to pick up after my pet? 
 
The bad news is… 
Yes, you do have to “scoop the poop” but it’s a 
small price to pay to protect our   water quality 
and health. 
 

The good news is… 
Whether in your yard or walking your dog, it’s 
not hard to do the right thing. Purchase a 
“pooper scooper” or simply use a plastic bag. 
When visiting your local dog park, stop by the 
“doggie pot” for a complementary bag. As a 
responsible pet owner, encourage your neighbors 
and other pet owners to do the right thing and 
pick up after their pets, so the community will be 
a happier, healthier place to live!  
 

DID YOU KNOW... there are 
approximately 815 dogs licensed 

in the City of Highland?  
 

Consider This: A dog drops an average of 3/4 
pounds of waste daily. That means approximately 
612 pounds of dog waste is generated in 
Highland each day!  
 
Now take a moment to consider what life would 
be like in our community with all of that 
improperly disposed of pet waste around…. It’s 
not a pretty picture is it? 
 
If you have any questions on what you can do to 
conserve water and prevent storm water 
pollution, please contact Public Services 
Coordinator, Andrea Saavedra at 909-864-8732 
ext 271.  
 

Volunteer Services 
 
 A Successful Change!  The Jerry Lewis 
Community Center was the place to be this past 
Tuesday.  Many changes have been made to our 
community blood drives, including switching from 
Monday to Tuesday.  Our donors did not see to 
mind the change.  We even had a few regular 
donors who stopped by on Monday, only to 
remember that the blood drive was not until the 
following day.  As dedicated as they are, they 
did return on Tuesday with no complaints only 
grateful that they could donate and possibly 
save lives with their donation. We made goal with 
38 donors registering and receiving 34 good 



 

units of blood on Tuesday. 
 
LifeStream brought out two ALYX machines to 
Tuesday’s blood drive but were reluctant to get 
any donors to use them.  LifeStream would like 
to remind and encourage donors to use the ALYX 
machines.  ALYX is an automated collection 
system that collects two units of red blood cells 
or one unit of red blood cells and one unit of 
plasma.  Red blood cells are the component that 
is frequently used for blood transfusion and 
plasma is used for cardiac surgery, trauma and 
burn patients.  This allows patients to receive 
blood components from fewer donors.   Your 
donation goes further and you are giving the 
most critically needed blood component. 
 
LifeStream must collect at least 500 donations 
daily to support 175,000 transfusions annually. 
Join us for a slice of pie when you donate at our 
next community blood drive on Tuesday, 
November 23 from 1:30 pm to 6:30 pm at the 
Jerry Lewis Community Center – 7793 Central 
Avenue. 
 
Do you have questions or need more information? 
 Contact Denise Garnsey, Volunteer Coordinator, 
at 909-864-6861 extension 203. 
 
 Let’s Make a Difference… Our next 
Highland Improvement Team (HIT) cleanup is on 
Saturday, October 16th in honor of “Make a 
Difference Day’.  You can make a difference by 
joining us on this day to wipe out blight.  Our 
project is graffiti abatement in a residential 
neighborhood.  Graffiti is a big problem 
everywhere and crime seems to follow.  We can 
do our part to wipe out graffiti in this 
neighborhood to make it a safer and cleaner 
place to live. 
 
Anyone interested is welcome to join us on this 
day.  We will meet at City Hall, 27215 
Baseline at 7:30 am.  The cleanup will 
last from 8 am to 12:00 Noon with a BBQ 
immediately following back at City Hall.  It 
should be a hot day, so wear a hat as protection 

from the sun and wear something 
that you don’t mind getting dirty or 
getting paint on. 
 
Please remember, volunteers are responsible for 
their own transportation, as the City does not 
provide transportation to and from the cleanup 
site.   
 
Hope to see you all there.  If you should have 
any questions or need more information, please 
contact Denise Garnsey, Volunteer Coordinator, 
at 909-864-6861 extension 203. 
 

Community Development 
 
 Fall ICSC Conference attendance was 
successful...  City Staff and the Highland Area 
Chamber of Commerce attended the 
International Council of Shopping Centers 
Conference (ICSC) in San Diego last week.  
Attendees were from a concentrated area within 
the Inland Empire / Southern California area 
who attended the Conference included Barstow, 
Calimesa, Corona, Fontana, Hemet, Hesperia, 
Loma Linda, Montclair, Moreno Valley, Ontario, 
Palm Desert, Rancho Cucamonga, Rialto, San 
Bernardino, Yucaipa, and the County of San 
Bernardino, and many more as well as the Town 
of Apple Valley.  
 
Staff met with various Businesses such as 
Denny’s, Panda Restaurants and Sonic, as well as 
other Retailers, Vendors and Developers.  It was 
a great opportunity to seek out and meet with 
the decision-makers from this area.  Attendees 
are familiar with the Inland Empire market and 
dynamics of the City of Highland.  
 
 Community Trails Members appointed. 
 On July 27, 2010, the City Council declared 

three (3) vacancies on the 
Community Trails Committee (CTC) 
and directed the City Clerk to 

advertise the vacancies.  On 
September 28, 2010, the City Council 



 

reappointed Mr. Michael Haynes and Mr. Julio 
Silva.  In addition, the City Council appointed Mr. 
Brent Merideth as the newest CTC Member and 
will be sworn in at the next CTC’s Regular 
Meeting.  Staff is looking forward to working 
with them in their new positions.  
Congratulations, to all!!! 
 

Public Works 
 
 Graffiti Report:  During the period of 
9/23/10 - 9/28/10, graffiti made known to 
Public Works staff, by the following means, was 
removed:  Reported to Hotline:  Atlantic from 
Boulder to Seine, 27000 Base Line, 7458 Church 
Ave., Harlan/Church Ave.; Routine Observation 
by Public Works:  Fisher/Sterling, Del Rosa Dr. 
s/o 5th St., 25330 4th St., Court w/o Del Rosa 
Dr. 8023 Del Rosa Dr., Marilyn/Court, Del Rosa 
Ave./Pacific, 26007 Base Line, 26049 Base Line, 
26049 to 26063 Base Line, 7697 Sterling, 
Pacific w/o Olive, 5th e/o Palm, 27437 5th, 
Central/14th, Church Ave./Norwood, Base 
Line/Guthrie, 13th/Sterling, Sterling s/o Jane to 
Byron, Fisher/Sterling, Del Rosa Ave/9th, (R & R 
Tires) Base Line/Elm. 
 
 What’s New in Public Works?  The 
following activities were completed by Public 
Works Crew between 9/23/10 - 9/28/10:  
Worked on parking lot lights at Community Park; 
white board project at Environmental Learning 
Center; cleaned Seeley, Canyon Oak, Oak Creek 
and Cunningham Parks; picked up dumped 
trash/furniture/lumber at Emerald/Newport, 
Greenspot s/o bridge and alley between Cypress 
and 6th w/o Eucalyptus, Lankershim alley, and 
various other locations; irrigation/landscape 
maintenance at LMDs and City facilities; hauled 
load of dirt from drain basin at Country 
Oaks/Summertrail and built-up levy on downhill 
side of drain basin; checked surveillance videos 
and set light timers at Community park; custodial 
work at Corporate Yard; picked-up asphalt in 
Fontana for street repairs; removed “dangling 
shoes” from various locations; 

compiled/measured locations for sidewalk pcc 
list; performed City vehicle inspections; 
completed service requests; picked-up trash and 
raked leaves at Aurantia Park and orange grove; 
checked USA tickets; filled-in erosion areas with 
skip loader and compacted dirt on Shelton Trail; 
repair urinals at restroom in YMCA; cleaned over 
12 storm drains; set-up traffic control at Church 
St./Greenspot; delivered dirt at trail n/o Santa 
Ana Canyon e/o Morningside. 
 

Mark Your Calendar  

Tuesday, October 5, 2010 
Planning Commission Meeting - Canceled 

Thursday, October 7, 2010 
5pm - Historic and Cultural Preservation Board 
Regular Meeting, Donahue Council Chambers 
 
Saturday, October 9, 2010      
9am to 2pm - Open House, Fire Station #3    
7649 Sterling Avenue - Highland 
 
Tuesday, October 12, 2010 
6pm – City Council Regular Meeting, Donahue 
Council Chambers 

Thursday, October 14, 2010 
5pm - Community Trails Committee Regular 
Meeting, Donahue Council Chambers 
 
Saturday, October 16, 2010     
8am to 12 Noon - Highland Improvement Team 
Cleanup, meet @ City Hall, 27215 Baseline 

Tuesday, October 19, 2010 
6pm - Planning Commission Regular Meeting, 
Donahue Council Chambers 
 
Saturday, October 23, 2010 
4pm – 8pm Discover Highland Night - 
located at Lowe’s on Greenspot Road 
 
Monday, October 25, 2010  
4pm to 5pm - Blood Drive Recruitment Meeting, 



 

Jerry Lewis Community Center      
7793 Central Avenue - Highland 
 
Tuesday, October 26, 2010 
6pm – City Council Regular Meeting, Donahue 
Council Chambers 
 
Tuesday, November 2, 2010 
Election Day  
6pm - Planning Commission Regular Meeting, 
Donahue Council Chambers 
 
Thursday, November 11, 2010 
Veteran’s Day - City Offices are closed 
Community Trails Committee Meeting is 
canceled 

Tuesday, November 16, 2010 
6pm - Planning Commission Regular Meeting, 
Donahue Council Chambers 

Thursday & Friday, November 25-26, 2010 

Holiday - City Offices are closed 
 
Assembled by: Elena Rodrigues 
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