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Highland Improvement Team is Back! 

Saturday, August 17th   

 
Volunteer Services 
 

 Highland Improvement Team -

Highland Improvement Team cleanups are back 

this Saturday, August 17, 2013 from 7am to 

11am.  The project is graffiti 

abatement.  Come out and join us 

in cleaning up Highland.  By 

ridding graffiti in neighborhoods 

we can reduce blight and 

contribute to keeping crime out 

of Highland.  Since August is still 

extremely hot, this cleanup is scheduled at an 

earlier time and may end sooner if 

temperatures are too extreme.   

 

Volunteers interested in participating at this 

Saturday’s cleanup should meet Saturday 

morning at Highland City Hall, 27215 Base Line 

between 6:30am and 7:00am to sign in.  Please 

remember minors must be accompanied by 

someone over 18 years old and all volunteers 

must have their own transportation to and 

from the cleanup site.  Please contact 

Volunteer Services at 909-864-6861 extension 

203 to sign up for this project. 

 

 Cleanups wanted…The Highland 

Improvement Team needs your help.  We are 

searching for Highland homeowners who need 

help with yard cleanup and minor landscaping.  

There are no income eligibility requirements 

and absolutely no charge to the homeowner.  A 

fabulous team of volunteers completes all work 

and repair during HIT projects/cleanups. 

Here are the few qualifications: 

 

 Must be  55 years and older or disabled   

 Must own and reside in your home 

 

The Highland Improvement Team schedules one 

cleanup per month.  Each cleanup requires 

enough work to fill the allotted four-hour 

period, usually from 8:00am to noon.   

For more information and/or to sign up please 

contact Volunteer Services at 909-864-6861 

extension 203. 

 

 Safe Routes to School -Walking 

School Bus.  Some communities have good 

conditions for walking, but parents don't feel 

comfortable letting their children – especially 

young ones – travel to school alone. For many of 

these parents, walking school buses may be the 

answer to this concern. 

 

Walking school buses are groups of children 

who walk designated routes to school under 



 

adult supervision, picking up kids along the way 

just like a bus. For some neighborhoods, it's a 

casual group walk, while others set up a formal 

plan with adults scheduled to walk on certain 

days. Help families get connected and launch a 

bus that's right for your community. 

 

 The Walking School Bus: Combining 

Safety, Fun and the Walk to School. In the 

search for ways to make walking to school 

safer, more fun and more convenient, 

communities are finding that walking school 

buses can make a real difference. Safe Routes 

to School programs, which encourage and 

enable children to safely walk and bicycle to 

school, often include walking school buses in 

their activities. For more information about 

these programs, see the National Center for 

Safe Routes to School website 

(www.saferoutesinfo.org). 

 

What is a Walking School Bus? A walking 

school bus is a group of children walking to 

school with one or more adults. That may sound 

simple, and that is part of 

the appeal. It can be as 

informal as two families 

taking turns walking their 

children to school or as 

structured as a planned route 

with meeting points, a timetable and a schedule 

of trained volunteers.  

 

A variation on the walking school bus is a 

bicycle train where a group of children and 

adult leaders ride together to school. 

 

The Walking School Bus Guide. This guide is 

intended for parents, teachers, public health 

educators, bicycle clubs, Safe Route to School 

coordinators, law enforcement officers and 

others who care about increasing the number 

of children who walk and bicycle to school in a 

safe manner. Any one or combination of these 

individuals can lead a walking school bus 

program.  

This guide outlines the benefits of starting a 

walking school bus as well as points to consider 

before launching it. Two general ways to 

conduct a walking school bus are described: (1) 

starting simple with a small group of friends or 

neighbors or (2) creating a more structured 

program to reach more children. The benefits, 

considerations and variations of each are 

detailed so that organizers can choose the 

approach that matches local needs. For 

communities with interest in starting a bicycle 

train, additional considerations are highlighted. 

Examples of real-life walking school buses and 

bicycle trains are included to provide ideas and 

inspiration. 

 

This guide was developed by the Pedestrian and 

Bicycle Information Center (PBIC) in 

collaboration with SRTS experts from around 

the country and support from the National 

Highway Traffic Safety Administration 

(NHTSA), Federal Highway Administration 

(FHWA), Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention (CDC) and Institute of 

Transportation Engineers (ITE). 

 

International Walk to School day is October 9, 

2013. Information Courtesy of 

www.bikewalktoschool.org and also from 

www.saferoutesinfo.org  

 

Public Services 
 

 REPETE’S WISDOM OF THE WEEK - 

Creative Ways to Reuse Office Supplies. 

Office supplies are often sold in bulk, meaning 

the majority of that 2,000-count box of paper 

clips may sit forgotten in the back of a desk. 

Help keep useful items from collecting dust or 

going to waste by finding creative ways to re-

purpose office extras.  

1. Use paper clips as tiny tools - The humble 

paper clip is ideal for using as a small tool to 

reach those tiny reset buttons on your 

electronics, or to unclog spray bottle nozzles 

http://www.saferoutesinfo.org/
http://www.bikewalktoschool.org/
http://www.saferoutesinfo.org/


 

on your cleaning supplies and beauty products. 

Bend them up a bit, and they work perfectly 

for hanging plants, party lanterns and other 

small objects around the office and at home. 

In a pinch, these forgotten office supplies also 

serve as a stylist’s secret weapon for replacing 

broken zipper-pulls or keeping a torn hem in 

place until you get home. 

2. Keep cutting boards in place - Have a cutting 

board in the kitchen that just won’t stop sliding 

around as you chop? All you need is a pair of 

rubber bands to keep it in place. 

Simply slide a rubber band around each end of 

your cutting board to add traction and stop all 

that slipping. Your fingers will thank you later. 

3. Protect your tech with a bubble mailer - 

Repurpose an old bubble mailer into a sleek and 

simple case for your favorite gadget, whether 

it’s a smartphone, tablet or laptop.  

4. Help snack foods stay fresh - As 

entertaining as these shamelessly trendy 

mustache chip clips are, we still see no 

reason to spend hard-earned dollars 

(or purchase a new item) just to 

keep your favorite snack foods from 

going stale. A binder clip or rubber 

band will do the same job, and they’re both 

free of waste and just plain free. 

5. Reuse binders to stay organized at home- 

Bring some of those savvy organizational skills 

home with you by repurposing old work binders 

to keep bills, to-do lists, receipts, recipes and 

other household must-haves within close reach. 

6. Donate and swap unwanted supplies - These 

projects are great for making use of a few 

odds and ends from your office supply stash. 

But what about the picks you have left over? 

Setting up a “swap station” at the office for an 

unwanted supply is another a surefire way to 

make sure nothing gets trashed. Offer supplies 

you no longer need to coworkers for free, and 

snag a few of their extras in return – cutting 

back waste for all involved.  For more helpful 

tips visit www.earth911.com. 

 

Library News 
 

 Free Backyard Composting Workshop. 

Always wanted to compost but never knew 

exactly how it worked? Wish you could 

compost but think your home doesn’t have 

enough room for it? Then we have just the 

solution for you!  

 

Join the Highland Environmental Education 

Coalition (HEEC) on Saturday, September 14, 

2013 from 10 am to 12(noon) at the Highland 

Sam J. Racadio Library and Environmental 

Learning Center (7863 Central Ave Highland, 

CA 92346) in the Community Room as we 

present a FREE Backyard Composting 

Workshop. Learn the science behind mixing 

yard waste, such as leaves, grass and small 

twigs, with acceptable food scrap to make a 

nutrient-rich soil amendment for lawns, 

gardens, flowers and plants.  

 

Registration is required. Upon completion of 

the workshop participants will receive a FREE 

compost container to take home. Containers 

are available to San Bernardino County 

Residents only and one container per 

household.  To register send us an email with 

your name, address and a phone number to 

heecinfo@yahoo.com  

 

Planning 
  

 New face in town!    Megan Irwin has 

been with the City for the past three weeks as 

Associate Planner. She worked at 

the City of Upland for five 

years, as well as for the City 

of Palmdale for three 

http://thesecretyumiverse.wonderhowto.com/how-to/13-cool-ways-use-rubber-bands-0138063/
http://www.perpetualkid.com/flavor-savors-bag-clip.aspx
http://www.earth911.com/
mailto:heecinfo@yahoo.com


 

years.  When you come into City Hall, please 

say hello to her.  Glad to have you and welcome 

aboard, Associate Planner Irwin!!!   

  

Finance 
 

 Commercial Business License 

Applications – There were no new commercial 

business licenses for the week of 08/12/13 to 

08/16/13. 

 

Administration 
  

 Emergency Preparedness – Food. 

When a disaster occurs, you might not have 

access to food, water and electricity for days, 

or even weeks. Store enough emergency food 

to provide for your family for at least 3 days.  

 

 Store food items that are familiar, 

rather than buying special emergency 

food. Consider any dietary restrictions 

and preferences you may have. 

 Ideal foods are: Shelf-stable (no 

refrigeration required), low in salt, and 

do not require cooking (e.g. canned 

fruit, vegetables, peanut butter, jam, 

low-salt crackers, cookies, cereals, 

nuts, dried fruit, canned soup or meats, 

juices and non-fat dry milk). 

 Mark a rotation date on any food 

container that does not already have an 

expiration date on the package. 

 Rotate stored food items using the 

FIFO (first in, first out) method. 

 Include baby food and formula or other 

diet items for infants, seniors, or those 

with special dietary needs. 

 Store the food in airtight, pest-

resistant containers in a cool, dark 

place. 

 Most canned foods can safely be 

stored for at least 18 months. Low acid 

foods like meat products, fruits or 

vegetables will normally last at least 2 

years. Use dry products, like boxed 

cereal, crackers, cookies, dried milk or 

dried fruit within six months. 

 After a power outage, refrigerated 

food will stay cold longer if you keep 

the door closed. Food should generally 

be consumed within 4 hours. Food in the 

freezer will normally remain safe for 2 

days.  

 Make sure to include a can opener or 

two with your stored food items. 

 

For more information on disaster 

preparedness, please visit www.72hours.org or 

www.ready.gov.  

  

Public Works 
 

 Bid Opening for Olive Street 

Improvement Project. Bids will be received 

and opened Thursday, August 22, 2013, for the 

Olive Street Improvement Project.  The 

project consists of construction of new curb, 

gutter, sidewalk, and pavement widening along 

both sides of Olive Street between Base Line 

and 14th Street.  It is anticipated that a 

recommendation to award a contract will be 

presented to the City Council at its September 

10th meeting. 

 

 City Wide Concrete Repair Project – 

Begin Construction. Another capital 

improvement is underway which includes the 

following:  

 

1. Reconstruction of curbs, gutters, 

sidewalk and drive approaches at 

various locations throughout the City.  

2. Reconstruct sidewalk in front of City 

Hall from a curb-adjacent sidewalk to a 

parkway sidewalk, and ADA 

improvements in the City Hall parking 

lot. 

3. A shared driveway between Highland 

Plaza and Civic Center Plaza located on 

Base Line across from City Hall for 

http://www.72hours.org/
http://www.ready.gov/


 

improved traffic circulation as 

coordinated with the new raised median 

on Base Line. 

4. A driveway on Palm Avenue south of 

Base Line to provide secondary access 

to the Palm Grove Mobile Home Park.   

5. Curb and gutter and pavement widening 

on Aloe Court south of Water Street. 

 

The project will be funded by Redevelopment 

Agency Bond Proceeds.  Construction will begin 

August 19, 2013 and it is anticipated it will 

take 4 months to complete. 

 

 Graffiti Report: During the period of 

8/1/13 - 8/9/13, graffiti made known to Public 

Works staff, by the following means, was 

removed:  Reported to Hotline: 7402 Palm; 

Reported by Staff:  Center median on Boulder 

s/o Beaver Clinic; Routine Observation by 

Public Works: West side of Sterling/13th; 

Elm/Base Line; north side Base 

Line/Golondrina; Golondrina/9th; 26471 Base 

Line; Lankershim alley; Lankershim/ 6th 

southbound to 5th St.t; 25308 Base Line; 24901 

5th; 5th/Tippecanoe;Orange/Pacific; Pacific e/o 

Orange; Atlantic e/o Seine; Pacific w/o Olive; 

Cypress/Central; e/o 27000 Base Line; 26630 

Base Line; 26584 Base Line; 25788 Base Line; 

25308 Base Line; Elm/Base Line; 

Sterling/Byron; 25485 Base Line; s/o 7936 6th; 

7960 6th; s/w Clifton; s/e Orange/ south side 

of 9th from Del Rosa to Golondrina; 

McKinley/Base Line. 

  

Mark Your Calendar  
 

Saturday, August 17, 2013 

7am to 11am - Highland Improvement Team 

Cleanup, Highland City Hall – 27215 Base Line 

 

Tuesday, August 20, 2013 

Planning Commission Meeting - Canceled 

 

Tuesday, August 27, 2013 

6pm – Regular City Council Meeting, Donahue 

Council Chambers 

 

Monday, September 2, 2013 

Labor Day Holiday - City Offices are closed 

 

Tuesday, September 3, 2013 

6pm - Planning Commission Regular Meeting, 

Donahue Council Chambers 

 

Monday, September 9, 2013 

4pm to 5pm - Blood Drive Committee Meeting 

Highland City Hall – 27215 Base Line, Highland 

 

Tuesday, September 10, 2013 

6pm – Regular City Council Meeting, Donahue 

Council Chambers 

 

Thursday, September 12, 2013 

5pm - Community Trails Committee Regular 

Meeting is cancelled 

 

Tuesday, September 17, 2013 

6pm - Planning Commission Regular Meeting, 

Donahue Council Chambers 

 

Saturday, September 21, 2013 

7am to 11am - Highland Improvement Team 

Clean Up, City Hall – 27215 Base Line, Highland  

 

Monday, September 23, 2013 

1:30pm to 6:30pm - Blood Drive at Highland 

Police Station – 26985 Base Line, Highland 

 

Tuesday, September 24, 2013 

6pm – Regular City Council Meeting, Donahue 

Council Chambers 

 

Assembled by:   Elena Rodrigues 
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