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Thank you Highland!!   

For a successful Blood Drive   

 
Volunteer Services 
 

 Highland Blood Drive Committee - 

LifeStream was able to receive 72 units of blood 

at the blood drive this past Monday.  We had a 

record breaking 92 people sign in to donate 

blood.  This was more than double the average 

number of registered donors and 

units of blood. What an 

extraordinary turn out!   

 

A well-deserved THANK YOU goes 

out to those that came out to 

support and donate at the blood 

drive, the Highland Blood Drive Committee 

members: Brenda Borges, Pearl Crump, Harriet 

Foucher, Eileen Gutierrez, Audree Kraemer, Ada 

Scott, Yolanda Werts and Sylvia Yzaguirre, who 

all did an excellent job at helping the donors 

through the donation process, the staff from 

LifeStream and the Highland Police Department 

for allowing us to hold Highland’s bi-monthly 

blood drives in the station Community Room.   

 

Please consider giving back to your community by 

donating blood.  The next scheduled Highland 

Blood Drive is Monday, September 23, 2013 from 

1:30pm to 6:30pm at the Highland Police Station 

located at 26985 Base Line, Highland.   

Contact Volunteer Services for more information 

at 909-864-6861 extension 203. 

  

 Highland Improvement Team - Highland 

Improvement Team cleanups will resume on 

Saturday, August 17, 2013 from 7am to 11am.  

Our August project will be graffiti abatement.  

Come out and help us clean up Highland.  By 

ridding graffiti in neighborhoods we reduce 

blight and contribute to keeping crime out of 

Highland.  Since August is still extremely hot, 

this cleanup is scheduled at an earlier time and 

may end sooner if temperatures are too extreme. 

  

Volunteers interested in participating in the 

August cleanup should meet on that morning at 

Highland City Hall, 27215 Base Line between 

6:30am and 7:00am to sign in.  Please contact 

Volunteer Services at 909-864-6861 extension 

203 to sign up for this project. 

 

Cleanups Wanted… The Highland Improvement 

Team needs your help.  We are searching for 

Highland homeowners who need help with yard 

cleanup and minor landscaping.  There are no 

income eligibility requirements and absolutely no 

charge to the homeowner.  A fabulous team of 

volunteers completes all work and repair during 

HIT projects/cleanups. 



 

Here are the few qualifications: 

 

 Must be  55 years and older or disabled   

 Must own and reside in your home 

 

The Highland Improvement Team schedules one 

cleanup per month.  Each cleanup requires enough 

work to fill the allotted four-hour period, usually 

from 8:00am to noon.   

 

For more information and/or to sign up please 

contact Volunteer Services at 909-864-6861 

extension 203. 

 

Safe Routes to School - Get ready to walk to 

school… It's Fun! Remember the thrill of riding a 

bike for the first time or walking to school that 

first day? 

 

There’s a feeling of joy and independence —a 

sense of adventure—that doesn’t fade. When 

walking or biking, parents and children get to 

appreciate things they don’t 

notice while driving—listening to 

the sounds of the neighborhood, 

seeing friends and neighbors and 

feeling connected with their 

community. Parents, children and friends can 

enjoy one another’s company without the usual 

distractions. 

 

Walking and bicycling events celebrate these 

experiences and help make them possible for 

others. They bring schools and communities 

together for a common purpose. Most of all, they 

are fun! 

 

Healthier Habits - Walking and bicycling to 

school enables children to incorporate the 

regular physical activity they need each day while 

also forming healthy habits that can last a 

lifetime. Regular physical activity helps children 

build strong bones, muscles and joints, and it 

decreases the risk of obesity. In contrast, 

insufficient physical activity can contribute to 

chronic diseases, such as diabetes, heart disease, 

cancer and stroke. 

 

The U.S. Department of Health and Human 

Services recommends that children and 

adolescents get one hour or more of physical 

activity each day. Research suggests that 

physically active kids are more likely to become 

healthy, physically active adults, underscoring 

the importance of developing the habit of regular 

physical activity early. 

 

Cleaner Environment - When families decide to 

lace up their sneakers or strap on their bike 

helmets to get to school instead of riding in a 

car, they help reduce the amount of air 

pollutants emitted by automobiles. 

 

Vehicles emit a variety of air pollutants, resulting 

in increases in ground-level ozone, nitrogen 

oxides and particulate matter such as particles 

of dust, soot, smoke, dirt and liquid droplets. To 

learn more about the health risks of pollution, 

visit www.epa.gov/air/toxicair/newtoxics.html. 

 

What to know before you go - Consult the Air 

Quality Index. The more people who walk or 

bicycle, the better off our air quality will 

become… but until we change our commuting 

habits, the mix of pollutants in the air requires 

us to take caution. Parents should check the Air 

Quality Index forecast each day to help protect 

children from poor air quality. Visit AirNow  for 

local air quality forecasts and real-time maps. On 

bad air quality days, the Environmental Protection 

Agency (EPA) encourages everyone to drive less 

and to walk, bike or ride public transportation. 

However, those who suffer from respiratory 

illnesses like asthma should not walk or ride on 

these days. 

 

Pick the route with the least traffic - Children 

may be exposed to higher levels of air pollution 

near roadways with heavy traffic. If possible, try 

to find routes with less traffic volume. 

 

 

http://www.epa.gov/air/toxicair/newtoxics.html
http://www.epa.gov/airnow/


 

Promoting Safety - In 2009, 203,000 children 

ages 15 and younger were injured in motor 

vehicles crashes; 15,000 of those injured were 

pedestrians (NHTSA, 2011). Priority must be 

placed on making it possible for everyone to walk 

safely, especially in neighborhoods and school 

zones.                                                                   
                   
To reduce the risk of injury: 

 Children and adults need to learn safe 

walking and bicycling skills. 

 Drivers need to watch for others using 

the road. 

 Safety problems along routes to school 

need to be fixed.  

 

Some of the best ways to increase the safety of 

a child's walking or biking trip to school are to: 

 Provide safe, well-maintained walkways 

separate from vehicles. 

 Teach children to cross streets at 

marked crossings and to always look left-

right-left. 

 Slow traffic in neighborhoods and near 

schools through traffic calming 

strategies and enforcement efforts. 

 Work with parents of children with 

disabilities and special education 

professionals to identify accessibility 

barriers. 

 Ensure that walkways are continuous and 

meet national accessibility standards. 

 Install curb ramps at every intersection 

and at mid-block crossings. 

 Provide accessible pedestrian signals at 

intersections. 

 

A Note About Personal Security - Parents and 

other adults sometimes worry about children 

encountering bullies or strangers on the way to 

or from school. Parents may fear kidnapping or 

assault. While the actual occurrences are 

extremely rare, it’s important to deal with both 

perceptions and documented problems and to 

create a plan that will minimize risk. Asking 

parents to walk with children to school is one way 

to address this concern. Some communities start 

walking school buses  or bicycle trains as a way to 

have an adult presence on the street. 

 

Community Benefits - The whole community 

benefits from efforts to enable and encourage 

more children to walk or bicycle to school safely. 

Benefits include: 

 

 Less traffic congestion. According to 

the 2011 National Center for Safe 

Routes to School report, personal 

vehicles taking students to school 

accounted for 10 to 14 percent of all 

personal vehicle trips made during the 

morning peak commute times (based on 

National Household Travel Survey Data, 

2009). Reducing the number of private 

vehicles commuting to school can reduce 

morning traffic around the school. Less 

traffic congestion also improves 

conditions for pedestrians and bicyclists. 

In turn creating a positive cycle—as the 

community sees more people walking and 

biking, more people feel comfortable 

walking and bicycling.  

 

 Stronger sense of community. The 

common goal of improving conditions for 

walking and bicycling brings families, 

neighbors, school officials and community 

leaders together. The sense of 

community also builds as children and 

parents develop walking and bicycling 

buddies and chat with neighbors on the 

sidewalk or path.  

 

 Safer streets. Communities with higher 

rates of walking and bicycling tend to 

have lower crash rates for all travel 

modes. One reason may be that motorists 

drive more cautiously when they expect 

to encounter walkers and bicyclists. More 

walkers and bicyclists can also improve 

personal security by providing more ―eyes 

on the street. 

http://www.walkbiketoschool.org/keep-going/ongoing-activities/walking-school-bus
http://www.walkbiketoschool.org/keep-going/ongoing-activities/bike-trains


 

 

 Lower costs. Encouraging and enabling 

bicycle and pedestrian trips reduces 

costs for the family, community and 

school district. Families save on gas, 

communities spend less on building and 

maintaining roads and school districts 

spend less on busing. In fact, one school 

district calculated $237,000 in annual 

savings. 

 

 Improved accessibility. Enabling 

students of all abilities to walk and 

bicycle to school makes it easier for 

everyone in the community to get around, 

including parents with strollers, senior 

citizens, residents without cars and 

residents with temporary or permanent 

mobility impairments. 

 

 Economic gains. Sidewalks, paths and 

other investments in pedestrian and 

bicycle infrastructure can increase home 

values and direct additional traffic to 

local businesses. 

 

This Information is Courtesy of the following 
website www.bikewalktoschool.org 
 

Administration 
 

 What is Emergency Preparedness? 

Emergency preparedness means taking action to 

be ready for emergencies before they happen. 

The concept of emergency preparedness 

encompasses actions aimed at enhancing safety 

and stability when an emergency occurs, such as 

an earthquake, hazardous material spill, or 

wildfire.  Think of it as insurance.  A person may 

have car insurance, homeowners insurance and 

health insurance.  While these are not items that 

are used every day, they are there for a reason; 

to provide a safety net and make life easier in 

the times that they are needed.  Emergency 

preparation is just another form of insurance. 

 

During a disaster or emergency, many systems 

you rely on may not function as well as they 

usually do. Familiar landmarks, bridges and roads 

may be altered or closed. Utilities like 

electricity, water, gas and phone service may be 

disrupted.  In a situation like this, it will be easy 

for no one.   

 

However, those that have a stocked emergency 

kit and a well thought out plan ahead of time will 

have an easier time dealing with the situation 

compared to those that have taken no time to 

prepare at all.  The time to get prepared is NOW. 

 Remember, a disaster or emergency can happen 

at any time.  In the meantime, check out 

www.ready.gov for more information on getting 

prepared today. 

 

Engineering 
  

 Greenspot Road Improvements – SR-

210 Ramp Closure. The contractor is scheduled 

to close the on and off ramps on Greenspot Road 

at SR-210 in order to construct a 72-inch storm 

drain pipe starting on Friday, August 2, 2013 at 

10:00 pm through Monday, August 5, 2013 at 

5:00 am.  Reader board signs have been installed 

to alert motorists of this upcoming ramp closure. 

Please use alternate routes.  

 

Planning 
 

 Harmony  Draft Specific Plan - The City 

staff continues to work closely with Lewis Group 

of Companies and Orange County Flood Control 

District (owner of 1,700 acres of vacant land 

located on the easterly portion of the City) to 

complete the ―Harmony Specific Plan‖ document, 

environmental studies, and tentative tract map 

designs in preparation for public comments later 

this year.  Although a draft of the Harmony 

Specific Plan document is available on-line it will 

be refined to include a centralized village core 

and adjustments to the master plan street 

designs.  A fiscal impact analysis is also under 

http://www.bikewalktoschool.org/
http://www.ready.gov/


 

review by staff.  Neighborhood meetings and 

public Study Sessions are planned for the next 

couple of months.  Notices for upcoming study 

sessions will be posted in the local newspaper and 

on-line.  For more information please contact the 

Community Development Director at Ext. 215 or 

City Planner at 204.    

  

Finance 
 

 Commercial Business License 

Applications – There was one new commercial 

business licenses for the week of 07/22/13 to 

07/26/13, Steven’s Recycler located at 25745 

Base Line. 

  

Public Works 
 

 What’s New in Public Works?  The 

following activities were completed by Public 

Works Crew between 7/01/13 - 7/18/13:  

Worked on lighting ballast in engine bay & 

exterior building lamps at Fire Station #3; 

reviewed HVAC system at ELC; checked service 

requests; cleaned-up weeds/debris at Highland 

e/o Piedmont; picked-up dumped 

furniture/tires/etc. at 9th e/o Sterling, 9th w/o 

Victoria, 9th w/o Eucalyptus, 6th/Victoria, 6729 

Lynwood, Guthrie s/o Base Line; repaired 

potholes at various locations throughout the City; 

performed maintenance/landscape checks on City 

buildings and LMDs and removed trash/debris; 

worked on trash can enclosures at Community 

Park; reviewed work needed/estimate for fencing 

repairs on Barnes Ct. s/o Base Line;  made signs 

for playground closures; watered and cut down 

weeds at grove at Aurantia Park; attached signs 

to chain link fence around playground surface at 

Community Park & Aurantia Park; performed USA 

markings at 48 locations; met with WCA at 

Corporate Yard. regarding this year’s tree 

trimming ; cleared weeds/dug-out drainage 

channel & v-ditches @ Summertrail Pl. and 

Country Oaks Dr. with backhoe tractor and 

moved large boulder out of v-ditch to location to 

stop motorcycle traffic; cut-down hanging tree 

limb & hauled away; worked on exterior lighting 

at Athletic Center; performed vehicle checks on 

City vehicles; did janitorial contract walk-thru; 

placed delineators around play areas at 

Community Park & Aurantia Park and secured 

w/caution tape; installed cover over exhaust fan 

in pool area – repaired threshold at gym 

door/hallway at Athletic Center; installed 

pressure tank and patched hole in drywall, oiled 

roll-up at snack bar – at Community Park; checked 

building, HVAC, and Ballard’s at City Hall; 

checked carpet cleaning by janitorial service, and 

sink leak at City Hall; made ―dip‖ sign for 

barricade w/beacon and placed southbound 

Boulder n/o Jasper St.; removed 

banner/hardware across Base Line; cleaned Ward 

St. alleys of trash/debris; loaded trucks with 

road closure barricades and did other 

preparation for July 4th parade; organized bucket 

truck, street area and bays at Corp. :Yd.; 

installed traffic signs at River Run Ln/Church St. 

and Temple St./Valaria Dr.; installed new 

rope/hardware for Base Line banner location, 

adjusted/repaired brackets for pole banners at 

Palm/Norwood and Base Line w/o Reedy; checked 

pot/sink hole (12‖ open hole deep) at 

Sterling/Jane; removed ―arm‖ from drinking 

fountain at Canyon Oaks Park to repair; re-set 

timers & worked on drinking fountains at 

Community Park; repaired broken tree bubblers 

around parking lot at south side of Aurantia Park; 

replaced T-12 lamps in engine bay area of Fire 

Station #1; sprayed weeds at various locations 

throughout the City; worked on interior lighting 

at ELC.    

 

Mark Your Calendar  
 

Thursday, August 1, 2013 

5pm - Historic and Cultural Preservation Board 

Regular Meeting, Donahue Council Chambers 

 

Tuesday, August 6, 2013 

6pm - Planning Commission Regular Meeting, 

Donahue Council Chambers 



 

Wednesday, August 7, 2013 

4pm - Public Nuisance Hearing Board Special 

Meeting, Donahue Council Chambers 

 

Thursday, August 8, 2013 

5pm - Community Trails Committee Regular 

Meeting, Donahue Council Chambers 

 

Tuesday, August 13, 2013 

6pm – Regular City Council Meeting, Donahue 

Council Chambers 

 

Saturday, August 17, 2013 

7am to 11am - Highland Improvement Team 

Cleanup, Highland City Hall – 27215 Base Line 

 

Tuesday, August 20, 2013 

6pm - Planning Commission Regular Meeting, 

Donahue Council Chambers 

 

Tuesday, August 27, 2013 

6pm – Regular City Council Meeting, Donahue 

Council Chambers 

 

Monday, September 2, 2013 

Labor Day Holiday - City Offices are closed 

 

Tuesday, September 3, 2013 

6pm - Planning Commission Regular Meeting, 

Donahue Council Chambers 

 

Tuesday, September 10, 2013 

6pm – Regular City Council Meeting, Donahue 

Council Chambers 

 

Thursday, September 12, 2013 

5pm - Community Trails Committee Regular 

Meeting is cancelled 

 

Tuesday, September 17, 2013 

6pm - Planning Commission Regular Meeting, 

Donahue Council Chambers 

 

Tuesday, September 24, 2013 

6pm – Regular City Council Meeting, Donahue 

Council Chambers 

 

Assembled by:   Elena Rodrigues 
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