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Administration 
 

 Inland Empire Soap Box Derby –The all-

volunteer Inland Empire Soap Box Derby 

Committee was formed in the fall of 2011 and is 

comprised of business leaders, educators, 

employees and City representatives and is hosting 

a Southern California Soap Box Derby race in the 

City of Highland.  The race will take place on 

Saturday, May 11, 2013 along 

Boulder Avenue between 

Highland and Atlantic Avenue.   

 

The goals of the race are to 

build teamwork, good 

competitive skills and sportsmanship amongst 

Middle and High School student team members 

and to integrate races with science, technology, 

engineering and mathematics and to boost 

revenues for the local and surrounding economics. 

 This event will provide a fun family event for the 

City of Highland and its surrounding residents.  

More information will come and it becomes 

available.  Hope to see you at the event! 

 

 San Bernardino National Forest 

prepared for the Unusual Hot Weather and 

Santa Ana Winds – In response to unusual hot 

dry weather and high winds, the San Bernardino 

National Forest has bolstered its fire response 

readiness with additional firefighters, aircraft, 

and extended patrols. 

 

Weather forecasts are calling for hot and dry 

weather, combined with Santa Ana winds to 

continue Friday.  In response, the San Bernardino 

National Forest, has extended staffing and 

brought in additional fire apparatus and aircraft.  

 

The firefighters are coming from as far as 

Idaho, Nevada, Arizona and New Mexico to 

supplement local forest firefighting resources.   

“We have ramped up our resources and staffing 

to be best prepared for this early hot and dry 

weather,” said Forest Fire Chief Shawna Legarza. 

“As always, we also ask the public to remain 

vigilant in fire prevention, by being careful and 

reporting suspicious activities 

immediately.”    

 

“We are working closely with 

CalFire in Riverside, San 

Bernardino and local fire departments to assure a 

rapid response to wildland fires in the Inland 

Empire,” Legarza added. 

 

 

 



 

Forest visitors are reminded to exercise caution 

on the National Forest as the summer season 

approaches and fire danger increases.  Fire 

Restrictions and Forest Regulations are strictly 

enforced; forest visitors are encouraged to 

“Know Before You Go” and call ahead to the local 

Ranger Station to check on location conditions 

and restrictions. 

 

Big Bear Ranger Station & Discovery Center - 

909-382-2790 

Idyllwild Ranger Station - 909-382-2922 

Lytle Creek Ranger Station - 909-382-2851 

Mill Creek Ranger Station - 909-382-2882 

Santa Rosa & San Jacinto Mountains National 

Monument -  760-862-9984 

 

For additional information about the San 

Bernardino National Forest, please visit: 

www.fs.usda.gov/sbnf 

 

 Emergency Preparedness – Food. When a 

disaster occurs, you might not have access to 

food, water and electricity for days, or even 

weeks. Store enough emergency food to provide 

for your family for at least 3 days.  

 

 Store food items that are familiar, 

rather than buying special emergency 

food. Consider any dietary restrictions 

and preferences you may have. 

 Ideal foods are: Shelf-stable (no 

refrigeration required), low in salt, and 

do not require cooking (e.g. canned fruit, 

vegetables, peanut butter, jam, low-salt 

crackers, cookies, cereals, nuts, dried 

fruit, canned soup or meats, juices and 

non-fat dry milk). 

 Mark a rotation date on any food 

container that does not already have an 

expiration date on the package. 

 Rotate stored food items using the FIFO 

(first in, first out) method. 

 Include baby food and formula or other 

diet items for infants, seniors, or those 

with special dietary needs. 

 Store the food in airtight, pest-resistant 

containers in a cool, dark place. 

 Most canned foods can safely be stored 

for at least 18 months. Low acid foods 

like meat products, fruits or vegetables 

will normally last at least 2 

years. Use dry products, like 

boxed cereal, crackers, 

cookies, dried milk or dried 

fruit within six months. 

 After a power outage, 

refrigerated food will stay 

cold longer if you keep the door closed. 

Food should generally be consumed within 

4 hours. Food in the freezer will normally 

remain safe for 2 days.  

 Make sure to include a can opener or two 

with your stored food items. 

 

For more information on disaster preparedness, 

please visit www.72hours.org or www.ready.gov.   
 

Community Development 
 

 Seats declared vacant on the Building 

Code Appeals Board (BCAB).  On April 23, 

2013, the City Council declared two (2) vacancies 

on the Building Code Appeals Board.  The Building 

Code Appeals Board of the City of Highland 

consists of three (3) members and is appointed 

by the City Council.  Two of the members shall be 

qualified by experience and training to pass on 

matters pertaining to building construction and 

the third member may be a lay person.  The 

Board shall be any combination of professional 

individuals who are structural engineers, 

architects, general contractors or trade 

contractors.  

 

Two vacancies have been declared by the City 

Council, which terms of office expire in June, 

2015.  The duties of the Board shall be to hear 

and determine appeals of orders, decisions and 

determinations of the City Building Official 

regarding the application and interpretation of 

the adopted Uniform California Codes, including 

http://www.fs.usda.gov/sbnf
http://www.72hours.org/
http://www.ready.gov/


 

but not limited to, the Uniform Housing Code and 

the Uniform Code for the Abatement of 

Dangerous Buildings, herein referred to as the 

“Building Code” and undue hardship appeals of 

orders or determinations made by the Building 

Official relative to Title III, Chapter 9, Subpart 

I) of the American with Disabilities Act, Public 

Law 101-336.  The City Council is tentatively 

scheduled to make the appointment at their 

Regular Meeting of June 11, 2013, pursuant to 

Government Code.  All appointees serve without 

compensation, will need to complete an ethics 

training course and will have to submit an FPPC 

Statement of Economic Interest Form.  

 

Highland residents wishing to be considered 

should file an Application with the City Clerk 

prior to the close of business MONDAY, JUNE 

3, 2013.  Applications can be obtained at City 

Hall, 27215 Base Line, Highland, CA, 92346, or on 

the City’s Website at www.cityofhighland.org 

 

 THANK YOU to CHF Sponsors.  Thank 

you, thank you, and thank you to Sponsors of the 

17th Annual Citrus Harvest Festival.  City Council 

and Historic Board Members thanked Sponsors 

at an informal dinner at City Hall held on May 1st. 

 Sponsors provided more than $10,000 in 

revenue, more than half the Event’s Budget.   

 

Thank you to McCleaners #4, Burrtetc Waste 

Industries, Inc., Lewis Community Development / 

County of Orange, San Manuel Band of Mission 

Indians, The S.B. Sun Newspaper, Beaver Medical 

Group, Cal Disposal, Richards, Watson and 

Gershon, Highland Community News, 

Party Plus Rentals, East Valley Water 

District, RMB Printing & Promotions 

and Highland Area Historical Society. 

 

A Special Thank You to the Highland 

Area Chamber of Commerce Members 

and Staff who assisted in the Festival Planning 

and Marketing.  Thank you to Highland Kiwanis 

Club for organizing and operation of the Festival 

Car Show.  Also, big thanks go to Cindy Calvert 

for her promotion of the Festival Baking Contest. 

 The Event was a huge success and we could not 

have done it without their help. 

 

Planning 
 

 Application Submitted.   The following 

Application was submitted to the City for review: 

 

REV 013-001 - Amending CUP 001-002 and 

requesting an Extension of Time for an existing 

Modular Building for Immanuel Baptist Church 

located at 28355 Base Line.  App.:  Craig Huff  

 

The above referenced Application has to be 

reviewed by the Planning Staff for completeness 

prior to proceeding any further in the process. 

 

Volunteer Services 
 

 Highland Blood Drive Committee, New 

Members Welcome… Would you like to be more 

involved in the community?  Joining the Highland 

Blood Drive Committee gives you the opportunity 

to become more involved and meet other 

members in your community. Many people are 

unable to commit to volunteer groups due to 

work, school and other scheduled priorities.  

Blood Drives can only be scheduled for one 

afternoon every other month and go as late as 

7:30pm.  This flexibility will allow a volunteer to 

be involved in the community even with a busy 

schedule.  Committee members typically 

volunteer between 1 to 8 hours every two months. 

 Join us at the next Blood Drive Committee 

Meeting to meet the members and find out more 

information. New members are always welcome. 
 

Our next Blood Drive Committee meeting is on 

Monday, May 6, 2013 from 4:00pm to 

5:00pm at Highland City Hall, 27215 Base Line. 

 

Please contact Denise Moreno, Volunteer 

Services Coordinator, at 909-864-6861 

extension 203 for more information. 

http://www.cityofhighland.org/


 

 Highland Improvement Team - Join the 

Highland Improvement Team for the next big 

“HIT” on Saturday, May 18, 2013 from 8:00am to 

12 noon.  The Highland Improvement Team will be 

doing litter abatement along Base Line, just east 

of Boulder Avenue.   

 

There is a stretch of Base Line that seems to be 

a magnet for food wrappers, cups, papers, etc.  

We can all make a difference by keeping our 

community clean and litter free.  All volunteers 

are always welcome to participate with any 

Highland Improvement Team cleanup.  To sign-up, 

contact Volunteer Services at 909-864-6861 

extension 203. 

 

 Safe Routes To School -

The month of May is National Bike 

Month.  There are several dates 

dedicated to riding your bike 

throughout the month. 

 

 May 8  -  Bike to School Day 

 May 13-17  -  Bike to Work Week 

 May 17  -  Bike to Work Day 

 

The following are a few tips to help you ride your 

bike in a safe manner. 

 

Five Steps to Riding Better- 

 

1. Follow the Rules of the Road 

• Ride with traffic and obey the same laws as 

motorists. 

• Use the rightmost lane that heads in the 

direction that you are traveling. 

• Obey all traffic control devices, such as stop 

signs, lights, and lane markings. 

• Always look back and use hand and arm signals 

to indicate your intention to stop, merge or 

turn. 

 

2. Be Visible 

• Ride where drivers can see you. 

• Wear brightly colored clothing at all times. 

• At night, use a white front light and red rear 

light or reflector. Wear reflective tape or 

clothing. 

 

3. Be Predictable 

• Ride in a straight line and don’t swerve 

between parked cars. 

• Make eye contact with motorists to let them 

know you are there.  

• Do not ride on the sidewalk. 

 

4. Anticipate Conflicts 

• Be aware of traffic around you and be 

prepared to take evasive action. 

• Learn braking and turning techniques to 

avoid crashes. 

• Be extra alert at intersections. 

 

5. Wear a Helmet 

• Make sure that the helmet fits on top of your 

head, not tipped back or forward. 

• After a crash or any impact that affects your 

helmet, visible or not, replace it immediately. 

 

Follow the links to the right for a wealth of 

information for cyclist of all types and level of 

experience. If you don't find what you need 

under the main headings, visit the miscellaneous 

link for information on mountain biking, riding 

with kids, tandem bicycles, emergency maneuvers, 

and more! 

 

If you are looking for courses to learn more, visit 

the Bike Education page and sign up for a League 

class! 

 

The League has created five new 20-30 minute 

educational presentations that you can present to 

local businesses, recreational cyclists, and 

beyond. The first presentations are divided into 

two categories: Commuting and Recreational 

Riding. Download the presentations below and 

share your love of cycling with others! 

(Information courtesy of the League of American 
Bicyclists – www.bikeleague.org) 
 

 

http://www.bikeleague.org/resources/better/miscellaneous.php
http://www.bikeleague.org/programs/education/index.php
http://www.bikeleague.org/


 

Public Services 
 

 Repete’s Wisdom of the Week - Mow 

Down Air Pollution 2013 Electric Lawn Mower 

Exchange Program. The South Coast Air Quality 

Management District (AQMD) is conducting a 

lawn mower exchange program for residents 

living within its 4-county jurisdiction, 

which includes all of Orange County, 

most of Los Angeles County (excluding 

the Antelope Valley), almost all of 

Riverside County, and the non-desert 

portion of San Bernardino County. This program 

allows residents to turn in their working gas-

powered lawn mower and purchase a new cordless 

rechargeable electric mower at a discounted 

price.   

 

 Who Is Eligible for the Lawn Mower 

Exchange? 

 You must be a resident living within 

AQMD’s 4-county jurisdiction, which 

includes all of Orange County, most of 

Los Angeles County (excluding the 

Antelope Valley), almost all of Riverside 

County, and the non-desert portion of 

San Bernardino County.  You will be asked 

to show proof of residency (driver’s 

license, utility bill, etc.) when you come to 

exchange your mower.  

 You must turn in a working gas mower.  

 You must be at least 18 years of age.  

 You must pre-register for one of the 

exchange events and have the 

reservation form showing your 

reservation number for that event.  

 At the exchange event, you must pay 

depending on the model you choose. 

(Cash, Check, or Major Credit Cards 

Accepted).  

 There is a limit of one mower per 

residence.  

 

How Do I Register? You can register online at 

www.aqmd.gov or by phone during AQMD’s 

working hours (Tuesday through Friday, 8 am to 

5:00 pm) by calling 1-(888) 425-6247.  

 

How Does the Exchange Event Work?  A total 

of 4 exchange events have been scheduled. The 

closet events for Highland residents will be in 

Riverside on June 8, 2013. To participate, 

residents must pre-register. You will be given a 

registration number, and a half-hour time slot 

during which we would like you to arrive. This 

reduces traffic congestion, and allows for a quick 

orderly flow through the exchange process. Your 

reservation is only good for the day and location 

of the event for which you registered.  

 

There will be staff at the event to unload your 

old mower and load your new mower into your 

vehicle.  You will not have to get out of your car.  

It is a drive-thru event.  The whole process from 

when you arrive to when you leave typically takes 

less than 15 minutes. 

 

What Are The Air Quality Benefits of 

Exchanging Your Gas Mower? Using a typical gas 

mower for one year can pollute as much as a car 

driven for 22,000 miles.  All the gas mowers that 

are turned in for this program will be scrapped 

and the metal recycled. 

 

For more information please visit www.aqmd.gov 

or call 1-888-425-6247, Tuesday – Friday from 

8am to 5pm.  

   

Library News 
 

 Adult Craft Gives New Life to Old 

Medicine Bottles! Do You Have a Pile of Empty 

medicine bottles just hanging around house? Well 

don’t toss them out just yet. We have just the 

reuse solution for you! Join the Highland 

Environmental Education Coalition (HEEC) on 

Saturday, May 4, 2013 at 10am in the Community 

Room as we present Creative Craft for Adults, 

“Medicine Bottle Reuse Made Easy.”  

Learn how to convert those old empty medicine 

bottles into some very handy items, such as a 

http://www.aqmd.gov/aqmd/cities.html
http://www.aqmd.gov/
http://www.aqmd.gov/


 

mini first aid kits, pin holder with a pin cushion, 

travel sewing kits, bamboo vase, etc. With a 

little time, creativity and personal touch you will 

have a new stylish yet functional container in no 

time! 

 

This craft program is FREE to participate and all 

necessary supplies will be provided. Patrons are 

encouraged to bring any scrap material and any 

embellishments they might like to add.  

 

For more information please send HEEC a 

message on Facebook or email us at 

heecinfo@yahoo.com.   

 

Engineering 
 

 Base Line Town Center Beautification 

Construction Update. This week the median 

street lights east of Palm Avenue were turned on. 

 The contractor continued with installation of 

conduit for the street lights.  Decorative street 

lights have been installed in the parkway on the 

north side of Base Line between Cole Avenue and 

Palm Avenue.  The contractor 

has also removed concrete for 

street lights and landscaping.  

Next week, the contractor 

will install median atrium 

drains, pour concrete and 

parkway decorative street lights east of Palm 

Avenue on Base Line will be installed.  

Construction completion is now anticipated by 

July 26, 2013.  However, the project will be 

substantially complete in time for the 4th of July 

parade.  The only work that will remain after the 

parade is work associated with the landscape 

medians. 

 

 Boulder Avenue Bridge Project Update. 

Boulder Avenue Bridge project was opened for 

public use on February 19, 2013.  However 

construction was put on hold while the City 

obligated additional federal funds.  The City is 

awaiting Caltrans' approval of roughly $1.85 

million federal Projects of National Regional 

Significance (PNRS) funds to complete 

construction of the following project 

enhancement items associated with the Boulder 

Avenue Bridge Project: 

 

1.  Parkway and median landscaping 

2.  LED street lights 

3.  Signal interconnect 

4.  Trail ADA access and lighting 

5.  Anti-graffiti treatment 

6.  Sound wall architectural features 

7.  Rubberized asphalt pavement (roadway cap) 

 

City staff anticipates approval by Caltrans in May 

2013.  It will take approximately 3 months for 

the contractor to complete the project once they 

have returned. 

   

Finance 
 

 Commercial Business License 

Applications – There was one new commercial 

business license applications for the week of 

04/29/13 to 05/03/13, Noah’s Ark Child Care 

located at 27061 Base Line. 

 

Public Works 
 

 Graffiti Report. During the period of 

4/15/13 - 4/25/13, graffiti made known to Public 

Works staff, by the following means, was 

removed: Reported to Hotline: Byron/Buchanan; 

Jane/Buchanan, Rosemary/Victoria (back of 

store), 7464 & 7526 Victoria; Atlantic/Seine; 

Highland Storage;7750 Palm; west side of Church 

Ave. n/o Cypress; Lynwood/Base Line (glass 

factory) Reported by Staff: Community Park 

Routine Observation by Public Works:  

Argyle/Buchan; Clifton/Orange; Osbun/Base Line; 

east side of Central n/o Fisher; Fisher/Osbun; 

27148 Pacific; Pacific/Boulder; Base 

Line/Elmwood; Pacific w/o Olive; Boulder Bridge; 

Base Line e/o Central; McKinley/Base Line; south 

side of 9th – Elmwood to Golondrina; Palm/Pacific; 

Palm/Main; 5th St. e/o Palm, Sterling/13th; Mira 

mailto:heecinfo@yahoo.com


 

Vista/Base Line; Base Line/Reedy; Base 

Line/Vine; 13th/Central; Victoria/9th; 

Victoria/14th. 

 

Mark Your Calendar 

 

Monday, May 6, 2013 

4pm to 5pm - Blood Drive Committee Meeting 

Highland City Hall – 27215 Base Line, Highland 

 

Tuesday, May 7, 2013 

6pm - Planning Commission Regular Meeting, 

Donahue Council Chambers 

 

Thursday, May 9, 2013 

5pm - Community Trails Committee Regular 

Meeting, Donahue Council Chambers 

 

Saturday, May 11, 2013 

Time: TBA, Southern California Soap Box 

Derby Race, Boulder Avenue between Highland 

and Atlantic Avenues 

 

Tuesday, May 14, 2013 

6pm – Regular City Council Meeting, Donahue 

Council Chambers 

 

Thursday, May 16, 2013 

5pm - Historic and Cultural Preservation, 

Special Meeting, Donahue Council Chambers 

 

Saturday, May 18, 2013 

8am to Noon - Highland Improvement Team 

Cleanup, Meet at City Hall – 27215 Base Line 

9am to 9am – Relay for Life, Highland Community 

Park, 7793 Central Avenue 

 

Monday, May 20, 2013 

1:30pm to 6:30pm - Highland Blood Drive 

Highland Police Station – 26985 Base Line 

Tuesday, May 21, 2013 

6pm - Planning Commission Regular Meeting, 

Donahue Council Chambers 

 

Monday, May 27, 2013 

Memorial Day - City Offices are closed 

 

Tuesday, May 28, 2013 

6pm – Regular City Council Meeting, Donahue 

Council Chambers 

 

Tuesday, June 4, 2013 

6pm - Planning Commission Regular Meeting, 

Donahue Council Chambers 

 

Wednesday, June 5, 2013 

4pm - Public Nuisance Hearing Board Special 

Meeting, Donahue Council Chambers 

 

Thursday, June 6, 2013 

5pm - Historic and Cultural Preservation Board 

Regular Meeting, Donahue Council Chambers 

 

Tuesday, June 11, 2013 

6pm – Regular City Council Meeting, Donahue 

Council Chambers 

 

Thursday, June 13, 2013 

5pm - Community Trails Committee Regular 

Meeting is cancelled 

Tuesday, June 18, 2013 

6pm - Planning Commission Regular Meeting, 

Donahue Council Chambers 

 

Tuesday, June 25, 2013 

6pm – Regular City Council Meeting, Donahue 

Council Chambers 

 

 
Assembled by:   Elena Rodrigues 
 

City of 
Highland 

27215 Base Line 
Highland, CA  
(909) 864-6861 

www.cityofhighland.org 


