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MINUTES 

PLANNING COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING 
SEPTEMBER 21, 2010 

 
 
1.0 CALL TO ORDER 
  

The Regular Meeting of the Planning Commission of the City of Highland was 
called to order at 6:00p.m. by Chairman Hamerly in the Donahue Council 
Chambers, 27215 Base Line, Highland, California. 

 
Present: Commissioners John Gamboa, Richard Haller, Milton Sparks, 

Michael Stoffel and Michael Willhite, Vice Chairman Trang Huynh 
and Chairman Randall Hamerly  

 
Absent: None 
 
Staff Present:John Jaquess, Community Development Director 

Dennis Barton, Assistant Public Works Director 
Bruce Meikle, Senior Planner 

   Sean Kelleher, Assistant Planner 
   Linda McKeough, Administrative Assistant III 
 
 
2.0 COMMUNITY INPUT 

There was none. 
 
 
3.0 CONSENT CALENDAR   
 
 There were no Items. 
 
 
4.0 PUBLIC HEARINGS 

4.1 A Conditional Use Permit Application (CUP 008-012) for the Entitlement of a 
Three (3) Phased Project which includes:  

 
a.  Phase I - Service Station / Convenience Store    
b. Phase II - Conversion of an existing Apartment Complex into a 36 room 

Motel  
c. Phase III- New Three-story, 36 room Motel adjoining Phase II Motel for a 

combined total of 72 rooms 
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At its August 17, 2010, Meeting, the Planning Commission continued this Item to 
its September 21, 2010, Meeting. The Applicant is now requesting the Item be 
continued to the Planning Commission’s November 16, 2010, Meeting.   

 
The property is an approximate 2.11-acre Site consisting of four (4) adjoining 
properties located at the northwest corner of Highland and Victoria Avenues 
(26492 Highland Avenue, and 6446 & 6476 Victoria Avenue) (APNs: 0285-742-
07, -08, -09 & -10).  Representative:  Balbir Jhawar, Applicant 

 
Chairman Hamerly identified the Item and accepted the Applicant’s request.. 

 
 
A MOTION was made by Chairman Hamerly and seconded by Commissioner 
Stoffel to continue this Item to its November 16, 2010, Regular Meeting. 
 

 Motion unanimously passed on a 7 – 0 vote. 
 
 
4.2 Environmental Review (CEQA) Clearance for the Fifth / Third Street Storm Drain 

System Project, (Mitigated Negative Declaration) (ENV 010-010).  The Project is 
located within the City Right-of-Way along Third Street (Between Palm Avenue 
and the Streets Easterly Terminus), Palm Avenue (Between Fifth Street and 
Third Street), Fifth Street (Between Palm Avenue and City Creek Overflow 
Channel), and Flood Control Property within City Creek Overflow Channel (APN: 
1192-561-03-0-000.)  Representative:  Dennis Barton, Assistant Public Works 
Director 

 
Chairman Hamerly identified the Item and called for Staff’s presentation. 
 
Assistant Planner Kelleher gave the presentation from the Staff Report and 
PowerPoint presentation.  He explained the Project’s design details to the 
Commission and then concluded his presentation. 
 
Chairman Hamerly asked if the Commission had any questions of Staff. 

 
Discussion ensued between the Commission and Staff regarding how the Storm 
Drain Pipe starts at Third Street and travels west bound because the natural flow 
travels westerly and not easterly.  If the Pipe would travel east bound, it would be 
going up hill until it got to City Creek.   
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Further discussion ensued between the Commission and Staff regarding the East 
Valley Water District (EVWD) with its testing wells and discharges the test water 
onto the street and the feasibility of capturing the water runoff.    Assistant Public 
Works Director Barton explained how EVWD will contribute to the cost and 
further explained where the well is located for capturing the water runoff and is 
used as a blow off and shut down mechanism in case if something happens to 
the treatment facility.   
 
Commissioner Haller asked if the eighteen inch (18”) Pipe will be able to handle 
the load and water discharge Assistant Public Works Director Barton responded 
affirmatively.  
 
Chairman Hamerly said on Page 23 of the Staff Report there were no boxes 
checked regarding no significant impacts and asked about mitigation.  Assistant 
Planner Kelleher responded that potentially significant impacts are non-mitigable.   
 
Chairman Hamerly asked if the Commission had any further questions of Staff.   
Hearing none, he then opened the Public Hearing and asked if anyone would like 
to speak on the Item.  

 
Ms. Mary Benton, 27213 Fifth Street, Highland, California, who is a Business 
Owner, addressed the Commission.  She asked would the City also be reworking 
the street during the installation of the Storm Drain, would there be an island in 
the middle of the street, or would the street be widened.  She has sixteen offices 
that access through the driveway and was concerned about a median going in 
and would be unable to access that property. Assistant Public Works Director 
Barton responded and said, no, that is a different project in the future  that would 
be to widen the street and with curb / gutter and would be located from Victoria 
Avenue to Palm Avenue and no median is anticipated at this time, even though it 
is shown in the General Plan.    Ms. Benton then thanked the Commission.   

 
Chairman Hamerly then asked if there was anyone else in the audience who 
would like to speak on the item.  Hearing none, he then closed the Public 
Hearing and opened the floor for discussion amongst the Commissioners. 

 
Commissioner Haller commented this has been a long overdue Project and 
happy that the Storm Drain will capture much of the surface flow and has been a 
traffic nuisance for some time and will be successful when the Project is 
completed and Chairman Hamerly agreed and was so noted. 

 
There being no further questions of Staff, or discussion amongst the 
Commissioners, Chairman Hamerly then called for the question. 
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A MOTION was made by Commissioner Gamboa and seconded by Vice 
Chairman Huynh to: 

 
1. Approve Resolution No. 10-015 adopting a Mitigated Negative Declaration 

for the Fifth / Third Street Storm Drain System Project, Environmental 
Document (ENV 010-010), and; 

 
2. Direct Staff to file an Environmental Notice of Determination with the San 

Bernardino County Clerk of the Board for ENV-010-010. 
 
 Motion unanimously passed on a 7 – 0 vote. 
 
  
5.0 LEGISLATIVE 
 
 There were no Items. 
 
 
6.0 ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Community Development Director Jaquess explained there are no Items 
tentatively scheduled for October 5, 2010, Regular Meeting.  There will be a 
Workshop on October 19, 2010, regarding a presentation on the Green Building 
Incentives Program by the Inland Empire Green Building Council, starting at 6:00 
p.m.  

   
 

7.0 ADJOURN 
 
There being no further business, Chairman Hamerly declared the Meeting 
adjourned at 6:12p.m. 

 
 
Submitted by:     Approved by: 
 
 
 
_______________________________  ________________________________  
Linda McKeough, Community   Randall Hamerly, Chairman  
Development Administrative Assistant III  Planning Commission 

 

 


